
Mayor Notte (MN): 

(calls Mr. Smith to the podium)

You know, Mr. Smith, before you get started, you came to my office this last 

Thursday and accused me of taking your signs?

Paul Smith (PS): 

Your people, not you personally.

MN: 

Oh, my people, okay.  Anyway, I'm gonna let you know where some of your signs 

have gone, okay?

Do you know Don Lukemire?  

PS: 

No, I do not.

MN: 

Well you went up to his house, Don I've known for ten, fifteen years, in fact I 

married him and his wife.  You know where I live over at North Point?  You know 

the big house?  

PS: 

Okay, you're talkin' the, uh, veteran's house next to you with the big American 

flags, is that the person?

MN:

Not Veterans House, it's a home, a residential house

PS: 

He's got a flag and uh, Vietnam Veteran's sign, is that the one?

MN:

He's got the big house, just south of Galaxy.  You go there all the time.

PS:

Yeah

MN: 

Anyway, you went up to his house, my sign was in front of his house, you went 

up there and asked him to put your sign.  You put your sign next to my sign.   

PS:

Other side of the driveway, correct.

MN:

Right.  I called him up, I said you know Mr. Smith, he said no.  I said how'd 
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you get his sign there? He said well you come up to his door and asked if you 

could put his (SIC) sign I guess by my sign.  

PS:

No, well, to put it, uh

MN: (interrupting):

Was it near my sign?!

PS: (still speaking)

more accurately, 

MN: (still interrupting):

I mean on the same property, okay?

PS: (still speaking)

I asked if I could put my sign on his house, and it also happened to have

MN: (interrupting, anger in his voice)

Why would you

PS: (still speaking)

yours, and as a homeowner he can put up to three signs

MN: 

okay...alright..(bangs gavel) Let me finish!

PS: 

Very well.  I haven't started yet.  Go ahead.

MN:

Okay.  Are you supportin' me? For mayor? Are you supportin' me for Mayor?

PS:

No, I'm not.

MN: 

Why would you want your sign by my sign?

PS: (starts to speak)

MN:

Tell me!  Answer me that!

PS:

I want my sign on any house that supports me, and who will, and whoever else 

the owner supports that's his business.
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MN: (interrupting)

Okay, hold on, (bangs gavel 2nd time)

PS: (still speaking)

If he wants to put Mrs. Ziarko or Mr. Romano

MN: (screams)

HOLD ON! 

PS:

That's the homeowner's...

MN: (again screaming, look of rage on his face)

HOLD ON! (bangs gavel 3rd time)

PS: (continues)

...business to pick what three signs...

MN:

Let me talk!

PS:

You're picking a fight with me...

MN: (interrupting)

No, I'm not

PS: (continues)

...right off the bat

MN: (calmer)

Okay.  Anyway, I called Don Lukemire up, I said do you know Mr. Smith?  He said 

no, I said why you got his sign?  He said you asked to put a sign there.  I 

said well he's supporting my opponent.  He said whaddya want me to do with the 

sign?  I said well put it in your garage, if he comes by pick it up, after the 

election if he don't come by, throw it away!

PS:

Well thank you very much, I'll go pick it up.

MN:

Do you know Armando Ferraro?  Lives on Viceroy.  First house north of 14 Mile 

on Viceroy.  Got my sign, you went up to his door, you asked him if you could 

put your sign on his property.  My sign was already there!

(angrily) Why would you want your sign...
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PS:

He's allowed three.

MN:

Pardon me?

PS: 

He's allowed three.

MN:

Well anyway, I called...

PS:

He's allowed you know (laughs)

MN:

Will you let me finish, then I'll let you talk.

PS:

It goes both ways, though. You put some on mine too.  So what?

MN:

Will you let me finish?  So I call Armando up, he spokes..speaks broken 

English, don't really understand what's goin' on, he said you come to his door, 

you wanna put a sign.  So I told Armando, I said, he's supportin' my opponent. 

Where do you want me to do with the sign? Put it in the garage, if he comes by, 

pick it up.  After the election, if he don't come by, throw it out. 

Friday morning, we both pulled in to Sue's Plaza.  You went into the U..uh UPS 

store, right?

PS:

Yes.

MN:

Friday morning.

I went into Srodek's Bakery.

PS:

Yes.

MN:

Joe Srodek, I've known him, in fact I was at his daughter's little reception, 

she had, she's runnin' for Hamtramck School Board...
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PS:

Very true.

MN:

...they had a little fund raiser......for her, so I went in to talk to 

her...his sister Irene.  I said Irene, Joe told me I could come put a sign in 

the window, is it okay?  She said yeah, put it in.  Okay, I leave...I think 

next day someone called me up and said your sign and Mr. Judnick's sign was in 

the window also.

PS:

Very true, with the owner's permission.

MN:

Right.  So I went back and I said, Irene, I said, how'd these signs get here?  

Well, half hour after you came in, the gentlemen come in asked if they could 

put a sign.  I said, they're supportin' my opponent.  She had her son take the 

signs down, and...

PS:

Alright, so they took them down, I picked them up, what's the issue?

MN:

I'll let you talk, let me finish..

PS:

Alright.

MN:

...and  uh her son took the signs down, what do you want me to do with it?  

Well, put 'em away, if they come pick 'em up give 'em to them, after the 

election throw them away.  But see, I don't understand, if you're not 

supportin' me, why do you want your signs by my sign?  I don't go knockin' on 

people's doors where I see your sign and wanna put a sign to yours, because.

PS:

Well to answer your question....

MN:

Go ahead

PS:

I've..I've gone door-to-door at close to 6,000 people, and I ask them, if they 

support me, if they want to put up my sign.  And there are places that put up 

my sign first and then somebody else's.  So whoever else they support is the 

homeowner's business.  You get three signs.  If...I might like the other signs, 
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I might not like the other signs.  If that homeowner supports me, he puts up my 

sign.  If he puts yours or Mrs. Koski's next to it, so it goes.  See the 

homeowner, there's, there's uh, what, eleven names on the menu right now.  So 

you can vote for six for council and one for mayor.  The homeowner can pick any 

combination he wants.  I don't pick that.  I didn't blackball the homeowner 

because he had a Notte sign, let's put it that way.  I'll still take his 

vote...and yours.  To be honest with ya, you've been around 28 years, you've 

got a lot of people that are personal friends that put up your signs.  And, you 

know, they put them up as a matter of momentum, as a matter of habit.   And 

they put 'em up because they've always put 'em up. There's another guy that you 

didn't mention, uh, a man that approached me, said that he wanted a Smith and a 

Judnick sign.  I (unintelligible), put 'em on his house, and, uh, he displayed 

them, everything was cool.  And a couple days later Smith and Judnick sign are 

gone.  And he (SIC) says why are they gone?  He says 'cause John Spica came 

here and told me to get 'em down.   So you got a, you know, guys that are going 

takin' them down.   But the whole discussion...

JOHN SPICA: (from audience)

That's a lie!

MN:  

Wait! Quiet!

(bangs gavel)

JS:

That's a lie!

PS: (turning to Mr. Spica)

Well, that's what the homeowner said.  

MN: 

Quiet!

(bangs gavel)

JS:

(unintelligible)

PS: 

That's what the homeowner said.

MN:

Quiet!

JS:

You told him you were....
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MN:

QUIET!

(bangs gavel again)

Let's have a little order in this meeting, okay?  Wow!

PS:

I mean, this is sort of like a needless...I mean...I haven't even started my 17 

minutes yet!  I mean, this is something that you initiated (shrugging.)

MN:

Well.

PS:

So there we go.  I mean...I don't, uh...I really don't get your...your point.  

I mean that a homeowner...

MN:

My point is, why would you want your sign

PS: (interrupting)

Maybe he wants you and he wants to change the council.  Maybe he wants to keep 

you and change them.  You ever think of that?  I mean, that's the homeowner's 

MN: (interrupting)

Evidently.  All right, let's go...

PS: 

I mean....

MN:

...talk what you want to say...

PS:

...you're running against Dave Magliulo for mayor, and I'm running against them 

(gestures to council) for council, it's a different election.  

MN:

Go ahead.

PS:

Alright.  (Starts speaking on a different topic.)

Transcript of Notte and Smith, 01-NOV-2011.txt 11/2/2011 7:16 PM

Page 7 of 7


