
CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2008 
IN CITY HALL 

 
Mayor Richard J. Notte called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Notte led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Walter C. Blessed, City Clerk, gave 
the Invocation. 
 
Council Members present at roll call:  Richard L. Bracci, Yvonne D. Kniaz, Deanna Koski, 
Richard J. Notte, Joseph V. Romano, Maria G. Schmidt, Barbara A. Ziarko. 
 
Also Present: Mark D. Vanderpool, City Manager; Jeffrey Bahorski, City Attorney; Walter C. 
Blessed, City Clerk; Madeline L. Ranella, Recording Secretary. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Councilwoman Schmidt removed Consent Agenda Item K and made it Consideration Item 8. 
 
Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, to approve the Agenda as amended. 
 
Yes:  All. The motion carried. 
 

 REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER 
 

Mr. Vanderpool reported on the Comprehensive Entrepreneurial Assistance Program developed 
by graduate intern Chris Girdwood in conjunction with the University of Michigan and the City 
of Sterling Heights.  
 
 Chris Girdwood explained his research and presented his recommendations. 
 
Mr. Vanderpool reported on the Passport Fair to be conducted by the Sterling Heights Public 
Library on Thursday, May 22, 2008 at 1:00 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Mr. Vanderpool pointed out Consent Agenda Item E where the City Council would be asked to 
acknowledge and accept a $2,000 donation to the Library from Mr. Edward Piet. 
 
Mr. Vanderpool reported the Fire Department bond bids were received and they were 
extremely competitive at 3.7% at the low end to 3.9% at the high end.  He pointed out the 3.7% 
is due in large part to the strong financial strength of the City. 
 
Mr. Vanderpool reported the City has about 160 volunteer board and commission members and 
is always looking for more. 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
Fire Chief Stephen Kovalcik introduced and performed the swearing-in of the following 
personnel: 
 
Fire Sergeant Kevin Wardrop promoted to Fire Lieutenant. 
Firefighter Brandon Flynn promoted to Fire Sergeant. 
Ryan Glick hired as a Firefighter/Paramedic and son of Battalion Chief Michael Glick. 
Firefighter James Boylan promoted to Fire Sergeant was unable to attend. 
 
Moved by Bracci, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to adopt the attached resolution 
honoring Sterling Heights residents currently serving or who have recently served in the United 
States Military in Iraq and Afghanistan: 
 
• The City of Sterling Heights has a long and proud history of 
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honoring those who have served the United States military in times of war and peace; and 
 

• Many Sterling Heights residents are among the thousands of 
military personnel working to protect our freedom throughout the world and who are fighting 
the war in Iraq or Afghanistan; and 

 
• The sacrifices made by these hometown heroes serving in the Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines and Coast Guard, as reservists or on active duty, do not go unnoticed by those of us 
enjoying liberty and freedom; and 

 
• Family members living here at home in Sterling Heights recognize the sacrifices that their 
loved ones have made for our country and therefore submitted their names for this special 
tribute by the City of Sterling Heights; and 

 
• The following Sterling Heights residents are to be commended for serving their nation in 
times of peace and conflict: Matthew Robert Figurski, U.S. Marine Corps; Brandon J. 
Grueneberg, U.S. Army; Kenneth H. Ostrolencki, U.S. Army; Ryan Christopher Waller, U.S. 
Marine Corps; Daniel J. Walsh, U.S. Army; Robert C. Boyd, U.S. Army; Richard James 
O’Neill, U.S. Army; Austin Toth, U.S. Marine Corps; David W. Glass, Michigan National 
Guard; George P. Valtadoros, U.S. Army; Matthew Thomas Walter, U.S. Army; 
Eric C. Post, U.S. Army. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, to honor our Sterling Heights residents currently 
serving, or who recently served, in the United States military in Iraq and Afghanistan for their 
commitment to and sacrifices made in protecting this great Nation. 
 
Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
Mayor Notte, with assistance from Pat Brockway and Beautification Commission Chairperson 
Lynn Marshall, presented framed resolutions and special tribute planters adorned with a yellow 
ribbon and an American flag to each family. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

1. Mayor Notte opened the public hearing regarding the application by Bleichert, Inc. for an 
Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate at 42450 R Mancini Drive. 

 
 Mr. Matt Schmidt, City Assessor, explained the request. 
 
  There was no audience participation.  
 

Mayor Notte closed the public hearing. 
 

 Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, that the application for an Industrial 
Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate by Bleichert, Inc. at 42450 R Mancini Drive is hereby 
approved for a period of seven years in accordance with the guidelines established by the City 
Council and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to sign, as applicable, all 
documents required in conjunction with this approval. 

 
 Councilwoman Schmidt pointed out the company is doubling the number of employees and 

wished them well. 
 
 Yes:  All. The motion carried. 
 
2. Mayor Notte opened the public hearing regarding the request by the Orlandi Gear Company, 

Inc. for an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate at 6566 Sterling Drive South. 
 
 Mr. Matt Schmidt, City Assessor, explained the request. 
 
  There was no audience participation. 
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 Mayor Notte closed the public hearing. 
 
 Moved by Kniaz, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, that the application for an Industrial 

Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate by the Orlandi Gear Company, Inc. at 6566 Sterling Drive 
South is hereby approved for a period of six years in accordance with the guidelines established 
by City Council and the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to sign, as applicable, all 
documents required in conjunction with this approval. 

 
 Councilwoman Kniaz expressed her appreciation to Orlandi Gear Company for their 

commitment to the City. 
 
 Yes:  All. The motion carried. 
 
3. Mayor Notte opened the public hearing on the adoption of a proposed resolution establishing a 

Local Development Financing Authority for the City of Sterling Heights and designating the 
boundaries of an authority district pursuant to and in accordance with Act 280 of the Public 
Acts of the State of Michigan of 2005. 

 
 Mr. Luke Bonner, Economic Development Manager, made a presentation. 
 

Mr. Gerald Sieja questioned whether an environmental study has been done on the 
TRW site and whether there were any contaminants. 
 

Mr. Bonner responded the City has not been presented with any environmental reports.  In 
talking with TRW, they have been required by the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality to prepare site investigation and they have submitted a remedial action plan to the state 
for a portion of the property and it is assumed that any future redevelopment will have to do 
further investigation and address those issues at that time. 
 

 Mayor Notte closed the public hearing. 
 
 Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to direct City Administration to 

proceed with the preparation of a resolution establishing a Local Development Finance 
Authority for the City of Sterling Heights and designating the boundaries of the authority 
district pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of Act No. 281 of the Public Acts of 
1986, as amended, for consideration at the regular meeting on Tuesday, August 5, 2008. 

 
 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
4. Mayor Notte opened the public hearing on the special assessment roll prepared by the City 

Assessor in connection with certain improvements to be situated in the Lakeside Special 
Assessment District and, at the conclusion thereof, consider adoption of a resolution confirming 
the special assessment roll, an award of a contract for the construction of the special assessment 
improvements and a resolution authorizing the issuance of special assessment, limited tax, 
bonds in the amount of $3,355,000. 

 
 Mr. Luke Bonner, Economic Development Manager, made a presentation. 
 

Mr. Wayne Oehmke, President of the Sterling Heights Area Chamber of Commerce, 
spoke in support of the improvements on behalf of their 2,000 members. 
 
Mr. Joseph Rimarcik discussed the concern of square footage and how the tax 
assessment would be allocated.  
  
Mr. Alan Greene, on behalf of Sears, stated there are three things they have trouble with 
as it relates to the tax assessment on their property: 
 
They believe a lot of the benefit that is being provided is for the general public and 
would not confer a special benefit to any specific property, particularly to the Sears 
property. 
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The assessment is being assessed in a disproportionate manner to the different 
properties that it is being assessed against, including the Sears store and the Sears store 
will not get any special benefit by these improvements. 
 
In today’s market, this will harm their property rather than help it.  The Sears property 
will be unduly burdened by large tax assessments to improve streets, landscaping, 
lighting and sidewalks on which it does not front for a length of time that would likely 
exceed the useful life of most of the improvements themselves. 
 
Ms. Ellen Berkshire, on behalf of Lord & Taylor, stated they have the same position as 
Mr. Greene and submitted a letter of opposition to the City Clerk. 
 

 Mayor Notte closed the public hearing. 
 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to adopt the Resolution Confirming     
Special Assessment Roll for Lakeside Special Assessment District: 

 
RESOLUTION 

 Confirming the Special Assessment Roll for Lakeside Special Assessment District  
City of Sterling Heights 

County of Macomb, State of Michigan 
 

Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Sterling Heights, County of 
Macomb, State of Michigan (the “City”), held on the 20th day of May, 2008, at 7:30 p.m., 
Eastern Daylight Savings Time. 
 
PRESENT: Members    Bracci, Kniaz, Koski, Notte, Romano, Schmidt, Ziarko   
 

 ABSENT: Members    None        
 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member      Romano  and 
supported by Member        Ziarko          : 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City, after due and legal notice, has reviewed a special 
assessment roll prepared by the City Assessor in conformity with Chapter 47 of the City Code 
of Ordinances for the purpose of defraying a part of the cost of certain improvements to be 
situated in the Lakeside Special Assessment District in the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted a public hearing respecting said roll which hearing 
was in conformity with the City Charter and Code of Ordinances; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council deems said special assessment roll to be fair and equitable as 
reported to it; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1. Said special assessment roll shall be designated “Special Assessment Roll No. AI 08-
02” (the “Roll”) and the district against which it is spread shall be designated “The Lakeside 
Area Improvement District.” 
 
2. The Roll, in the amount of $3,355,000, as prepared and reported to the City Council by 
the City Assessor, be and the same hereby is confirmed. 
 
3. Said Roll shall be divided into (20) equal annual installments, the first installment to be 
due on July 1, 2009, and the following installments to be due on July 1 of each and every year 
thereafter.  Said installments of the special assessment roll shall bear interest from and after 
July 1, 2008 at the rate of six percent (6%) per annum, said interest to be payable annually on 
each installment due date; provided, however, that if bonds are to be issued by the City in 
anticipation of the collection of the special assessments, then said installments of special 
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assessments shall bear interest at a rate equal to one percent (1%) above the rate of interest 
borne by said bonds to be issued by the City.  Provided, however, the whole or any part of such 
assessment may be paid for a period of forty (40) days from the date hereof without penalty or 
interest. 
 
4. The City Clerk be and is hereby directed to endorse the date of this resolution on the 
Roll and immediately thereafter transmit the Roll to the City Treasurer for collection.  The City 
Treasurer be and is hereby directed to proceed to collect said assessment and treat with the Roll 
in accordance with Chapter 47 of the City Code of Ordinances. 
 
5. It is hereby determined that the Roll is final and conclusive.  
  
6. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with provisions of this 
resolution be and they are hereby rescinded. 
 

 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Romano, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to award the bid for the Lakeside Mall 

Entrance Drive Improvements, inclusive of alternative #2, City Project #07-162, to Ajax 
Paving Industries, Inc. in the amount of $2,572,738.45, and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk 
to sign the contract on behalf of the City, subject to availability of financing through the 
issuance of special assessment bonds. 

 
 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Romano, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to adopt the Resolution Authorizing 

Special Assessment Bonds: 

 CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 
COUNTY OF MACOMB, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SPECIAL ASSESSMENT BONDS 
 

Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Sterling Heights, County of 
Macomb, State of Michigan (the “Issuer”), held on the 20th day of May, 2008, at 7:30 p.m., 
Eastern Daylight Savings Time. 
 
PRESENT: Members  Bracci, Kniaz, Koski, Notte, Romano, Schmidt, Ziarko   
 
ABSENT: Members  None         
 
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member      Romano      and supported 
by Member       Ziarko     : 
 
WHEREAS, the Lakeside Special Assessment Roll (the “Roll”) for the construction of various 
local public improvements in the Lakeside Special Assessment District (the “District”) in the 
Issuer has been prepared, reviewed and confirmed by the City Council; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it will be necessary to issue special 
assessment bonds pledging for their payment collections on the Roll. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1. The estimated period of usefulness of said improvements is not less than twenty (20) 
years. 
 
2. Special assessment bonds shall be issued in the amount of Three Million Three Hundred 
and Fifty Five Thousand Dollars ($3,355,000) (the “SA Bonds”) in anticipation of the 
collection of an equal amount of future due installments on the Roll, together with interest and 
investment income thereon.  In addition to the special assessments primarily pledged as 
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aforesaid, the full faith, credit and resources of the Issuer shall be pledged secondarily for the 
prompt payment of the principal of and interest on the SA Bonds as the same become due.  If 
the pledged special assessments are not collected in amounts sufficient to pay the principal of 
and interest on the SA Bonds as the same become due, the Issuer will promptly advance from 
its general funds as a first budget obligation sufficient moneys to pay said principal and 
interest, or, if necessary, levy taxes upon all taxable property in the Issuer therefor, subject to 
applicable constitutional, charter and statutory tax rate limitations. 
 
3. The SA Bonds shall be designated SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LIMITED TAX 
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008 and consist of bonds registered as to 
principal and interest in the denomination of $5,000 or multiples thereof not exceeding for each 
maturity the aggregate principal amount of that maturity, numbered in order of registration, 
dated as of August 1, 2008, and be payable annually on October 1 of the years and in the 
principal amounts as set forth in Section 9 hereof.  
 
4. The SA Bonds shall bear interest at a rate or rates determined on sale thereof, but not 
exceeding six percent (6%) per annum, payable on October 1, 2008, and semiannually 
thereafter, by check or draft drawn on the Transfer Agent (hereinafter defined) mailed to the 
registered owner at the registered address as shown on the registration books of the Issuer 
maintained by the Transfer Agent.  Interest shall be payable to the person or entity who or 
which is the registered owner of record as of the fifteenth (15th) day of the month prior to the 
payment date for each interest payment.  The date of determination of the registered owner for 
purposes of payment of interest as provided in this paragraph may be changed by the Issuer to 
conform to market practice in the future.  The principal of the SA Bonds shall be payable upon 
presentation and surrender thereof at the location of the Transfer Agent so indicated in 
Sections 5 and 6 of this resolution. 
 
The SA Bonds shall be subject to prior redemption as provided in Section 7 of this resolution. 
 
Huntington Bank, Troy, Michigan is hereby designated as bond registrar, paying agent and 
transfer agent (the “Transfer Agent”).  The City may designate a new Transfer Agent by notice 
mailed to the registered owner of each of the SA Bonds at such time outstanding not less than 
sixty (60) days prior to an interest payment date.  The City Clerk is hereby authorized to 
execute an agreement with the Transfer Agent on behalf of the City. 
 
5. The SA Bonds shall be executed in the name of the City with the facsimile signatures of 
the Mayor and the City Clerk and shall have the City’s seal or a facsimile thereof printed or 
affixed on them.  No bond authorized by this resolution shall be valid until authenticated by an 
authorized representative of the Transfer Agent. 
 
The SA Bonds shall be delivered to the Transfer Agent for authentication and shall be delivered 
by the Transfer Agent to the purchaser in accordance with instructions from the City Treasurer 
upon payment of the purchase price for the SA Bonds in accordance with the accepted bid 
therefor.  Executed blank bonds for registration and issuance to transferees shall 
simultaneously, and from time to time thereafter as necessary, be delivered to the Transfer 
Agent for safekeeping.  The SA Bonds shall be issued in book-entry-only form through The 
Depository Trust Company in New York, New York. 
 
6. Any bond authorized by this resolution may be transferred upon the books required to 
be kept by the Transfer Agent pursuant to this section by the person or entity in whose name it 
is registered, in person or by the registered owner’s duly authorized attorney, upon surrender of 
the bond for cancellation, accompanied by delivery of a duly executed written instrument of 
transfer in a form approved by the Transfer Agent.  Whenever any bond or bonds shall be 
surrendered for transfer, the Issuer shall execute and the Transfer Agent shall authenticate and 
deliver a new bond or bonds in like aggregate principal amount, maturity and maturity rate.  
The Transfer Agent shall require the payment by the bondholder requesting the transfer of any 
tax or other governmental charge required to be paid with respect to the transfer. 
 
7. The SA Bonds shall be in substantially the following form: 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF MACOMB 

CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 
 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT LIMITED TAX 

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008 

Interest          Maturity     Date of  
  Rate              Date            Original Issue          CUSIP

Registered Owner: 

Principal Amount:  ________________________________ Dollars 

The City of  Sterling Heights, County of Macomb, State of Michigan (the “Issuer”), promises 
to pay to the Registered Owner shown above, or registered assigns, the Principal Amount 
shown above, in lawful money of the United States of America, on the Maturity Date shown 
above, unless redeemed prior thereto as hereinafter provided, with interest thereon from the 
Date of Original Issue shown above, or the last interest payment date to which interest has been 
paid, until paid, at the Interest Rate per annum shown above, first payable on October 1, 2008, 
and semiannually thereafter.  Principal of this bond is payable at the principal office of 
Huntington Bank,  Troy, Michigan, or such other transfer agent as the Issuer may hereafter 
designate by notice mailed to the registered owner not less than 60 days prior to any interest 
payment date.  Interest on this bond is payable when due to the person or entity who or which is 
the registered owner of record as of the 15th day of the month preceding the payment date as 
shown on the registration books of the Issuer maintained by the transfer agent, by check or 
draft mailed to the registered owner at the registered address.  For the prompt payment of this 
bond, both principal and interest, the limited tax full faith, credit and resources of the Issuer are 
hereby irrevocably pledged. 

This bond is one of a series of bonds of even Date of Original Issue, aggregating the principal 
sum of $3,355,000, issued in anticipation of the collection of special assessments in the 
Lakeside Special Assessment District (the “District”) of the Issuer for the purpose of paying 
part of the cost of public improvements in the District, all in accordance with the provisions of 
Act 279, Public Acts of Michigan, 1909, as amended, the Issuer’s Charter and a duly adopted 
resolution (the “Resolution”) of the Issuer. 

Bonds of this issue maturing in the years 2009 to 2016, inclusive, are not subject to redemption 
prior to maturity.  Bonds of this issue, or portions thereof in multiples of $5,000, maturing in 
the year 2017 and thereafter may be redeemed at the option of the Issuer, in any order the 
Issuer may determine and within any maturity by lot, on any date on or after October 1, 2016 at 
par and accrued interest to the date fixed for redemption. 

In case less than the full amount of an outstanding bond is called for redemption the transfer 
agent upon presentation of the bond called in part for redemption shall register, authenticate 
and deliver to the registered owner a new bond of the same maturity and in the principal 
amount of the portion of the original bond not called for redemption. 

Notice of redemption shall be given by the transfer agent to the registered owner of any bond or 
portion thereof to be redeemed by mailing of such notice by first class mail not less than thirty 
(30) days prior to the date fixed for redemption to the registered owner at the address of the 
registered owner as shown on the registration books of the Issuer maintained by the transfer 
agent.  No further interest payable on any bond or portion thereof called for redemption shall 
accrue after the date fixed for redemption whether presented for redemption or not, provided 
that funds are on hand with the transfer agent for such redemption. 

This bond, including the interest thereon, is payable primarily out of special assessments to be 
collected on the lands situated in the aforesaid District.  In case of insufficiency of said special 
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assessment collections, this bond is payable as a first budget obligation out of the general funds 
of the Issuer, including the collection of any ad valorem taxes which the Issuer is authorized to 
levy, subject to applicable constitutional, charter and statutory tax rate limitations. 

This bond is transferable only upon the books of the Issuer kept for that purpose at the office of 
the transfer agent by the registered owner hereof in person, or by the registered owner’s 
attorney duly authorized in writing, upon the surrender of this bond together with a written 
instrument of transfer satisfactory to the transfer agent duly executed by the registered owner or 
the registered owner’s attorney duly authorized in writing, and thereupon a new registered bond 
or bonds in the same aggregate principal amount and of the same maturity shall be issued to the 
transferee in exchange therefor as provided in the Resolution and upon the payment of the 
charges, if any, therein prescribed. 

It is hereby certified and recited that all acts, conditions and things required by law precedent to 
and in the issuance of this bond and the series of bonds of which this is one have been done, 
exist and have happened in regular and due time and form as required by law, and that the total 
indebtedness of the Issuer, including this bond and the series of bonds of which this is one, 
does not exceed any constitutional, charter or statutory debt limitation. 

This bond is not valid or obligatory for any purpose until the transfer agent’s Certificate of 
Authentication on this bond has been executed by the transfer agent. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS, County of Macomb, State of 
Michigan, by its City Council, has caused this bond to be executed with the facsimile 
signatures of its Mayor and its Clerk and its corporate seal or a facsimile thereof to be printed 
hereon, all as of the Date of Original Issue. 

CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 

By                                                      
Mayor 

(SEAL) 

Countersigned 

                                                           

Clerk 

[FORM OF TRANSFER AGENT’S CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICATION] 

Certificate of Authentication 

This bond is one of the bonds described in the within- mentioned Resolution. 
Huntington Bank, 
Troy, Michigan, 
Transfer Agent 

By _______________________________ 
Authorized Representative 

 
Date of Registration: __________________ 

 

  



Regular City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, May 20, 2008 
Page 9 
 
 
 

8. The City Clerk or Director of Finance and Budget is hereby authorized to fix the date of 
sale of the SA Bonds and shall cause notice of sale thereof to be published in the Bond Buyer, 
New York, New York an authorized newspaper for such purposes, at least seven (7) full days 
before the date fixed for the sale of the SA Bonds.  
 
9. Said notice of sale shall be in substantially the following form or, if permitted by 
applicable regulation, in summary form: 

 
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF SALE 

CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 

COUNTY OF MACOMB, STATE OF MICHIGAN 

$3,355,000 SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 
LIMITED TAX GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2008 

 
SEALED BIDS for the purchase of the above bonds will be received by the undersigned at the 
offices of Bendzinski & Co. located at 607 Shelby, Suite 600, Detroit, Michigan 48226-3282, 
on ________, the ____ day of _______, 2008, until __:00 o’clock _.m., Eastern Daylight 
Savings Time, at which time and place said bids will be publicly opened and read.  The City 
Council will meet no later than 7:30 o’clock p.m., Eastern Daylight Savings Time, on that date 
to consider the award of such bids. 
 
FAXED BIDS:  Signed bids may be submitted by fax to the City at the offices of Bendzinski & 
Co. at fax number (313) 961-8220,; provided that faxed bids must arrive before the time of 
sale and the bidder bears all risks of transmission failure, and the GOOD FAITH DEPOSIT 
MUST BE MADE AND RECEIVED as described in the section captioned “GOOD FAITH” 
below. 
ELECTRONIC BIDS:  Electronic bids will also be received on the same date and until the 
same time by Bidcomp/Parity as agent of the undersigned.  Further information about 
Bidcomp/Parity, including any fee charged, may be obtained from Bidcomp/Parity, Jennifer 
Emery or CLIENT SERVICES, 395 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, (212) 806-
8304.  NO ELECTRONIC BID WILL BE ACCEPTED UNLESS THE BIDDER HAS 
SUBMITTED A FINANCIAL SURETY BOND IN THE AMOUNT DESCRIBED IN THE 
SECTION CAPTIONED “GOOD FAITH” BELOW. 
 
Bidders may choose any means or location to present bids but a bidder may not present a bid in 
more than one location or by more than one means.  
 
BOND DETAILS:  Bonds  will be registered bonds of the denomination of $5,000 or multiples 
thereof not exceeding for each maturity the aggregate principal amount of such maturity, dated 
as of August 1, 2008, numbered in order of registration, and will bear interest from their dates 
payable on October 1, 2008, and semiannually thereafter. 

The bonds will mature on the 1st day of October of the years and in the principal amounts as 
follows: 

 
Special Assessment Bonds

 
Year

$100,000 
 150,000 
 155,000 
 200,000 

 
 

2009 through 2012 
2013 through 2016,  

2017 
2018 through 2028 
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TERM BOND OPTION:  Bidders shall have the option of designating bonds maturing on and 
after October 1, 2017, as serial bonds or term bonds, or both.  The bid must designate whether 
each of the principal amounts shown above for the years 2017 through 2028, inclusive, 
represents a serial maturity or maturity or a mandatory redemption requirement for a term bond 
maturity.  A bidder may designate more than one term bond maturity. 
 
PRIOR REDEMPTION OF BONDS:  Bonds of both issues maturing in the years 2009 to 2016, 
inclusive, are not subject to redemption prior to maturity.  Bonds of both issues, or portions 
thereof in multiples of $5,000, maturing in the year 2017 and thereafter may be redeemed at the 
option of the City, in any order of maturity and within any maturity by lot, on any date on or 
after October 1, 2016 at par and accrued interest to the date fixed for redemption. 

In case less than the full amount of an outstanding bond is called for redemption the transfer 
agent upon presentation of the bond called in part for redemption shall register, authenticate 
and deliver to the registered owner a new bond of the same maturity and in the principal 
amount of the portion of the original bond not called for redemption. 

Notice of redemption shall be given by the transfer agent to the holders of any bond or portion 
thereof to be redeemed by mailing of such notice not less than thirty (30) days prior to the date 
fixed for redemption to the registered owner at the address of the registered owner as shown on 
the registration books of the City.  No further interest payable on any bond or portions thereof 
called for redemption shall accrue after the date fixed for redemption, whether presented for 
redemption or not, provided that funds are on hand with the transfer agent for such redemption. 

The amounts of the maturities which are aggregated in a designated term bond shall be subject 
to mandatory redemption on October 1 of the years and in the amounts set forth in the maturity 
schedule at a redemption price of par, plus accrued interest to the date of mandatory 
redemption. 

INTEREST RATE AND BIDDING DETAILS:  The bonds shall bear interest at a rate or rates 
not exceeding 6% per annum, to be fixed by the bids therefor, expressed in multiples of 1/8 or 
1/20 of 1%, or both.  The interest on any one bond shall be at one rate only and all bonds 
maturing in any one year must carry the same interest rate.  The difference between the highest 
and lowest interest rate on the bonds shall not exceed three percent (3%) per annum.  No 
proposal for the purchase of less than all of the bonds of each series or at a price less than 100% 
of their par value will be considered.  
 
BOOK-ENTRY ONLY:  The bonds will be issued in book-entry only form as one fully 
registered bond per maturity and will be registered in the name of Cede & Co., as bondholder 
and nominee for The Depository Trust Company (“DTC”), New York, New York.  DTC will 
act as securities depository for the bonds.  Purchase of the bonds will be made in 
book-entry-only form, in the denomination of $5,000 or any multiples thereof.  Purchasers will 
not receive certificate representing their interest in bonds purchased.  The book-entry-only 
system is described further in the preliminary official statement for the bonds. 
TRANSFER AGENT AND REGISTRATION:  Principal shall be payable at Huntington Bank, 
Troy, Michigan, or such other transfer agent as the City may hereafter designate by notice 
mailed to the registered owner not less than 60 days prior to any interest payment date.  Interest 
shall be paid by check or draft mailed to the person or entity who or which is the registered 
owner of record as shown by the registration books of the City as of the 15th day of the month 
preceding any interest payment date.  The bonds will be transferable only upon the registration 
books of the City kept by the transfer agent. 
 
PURPOSE AND SECURITY:  The Special Assessment Bonds are issued in anticipation of the 
collection of future due installments of special assessments for local public improvements in a 
certain Special Assessment District in the City, as set forth in the bond authorizing resolution.  
The special assessments and interest and investment income thereon shall be sufficient to pay 
the principal of and interest on the Special Assessment Bonds when due.  The bonds will 
pledge the limited tax full faith and credit of the City as additional security for payment of 
principal and interest.  Pursuant to such pledge, should special assessment collections be 
insufficient, the City shall be obligated to pay the principal of and interest on said bonds as a 

  



Regular City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, May 20, 2008 
Page 11 
 
 

first budget obligation from its general funds, including the collection of any ad valorem taxes 
which the City is authorized to levy, but any such levy shall be subject to applicable 
constitutional, charter and statutory tax rate limitations. 
 
The rights and remedies of bondholders may be affected by bankruptcy insolvency, fraudulent 
conveyance or other laws affecting creditors’ rights generally now existing or hereafter enacted 
and by the application of general principles of equity including those relating to equitable 
subordination. 
 
GOOD FAITH:  A certified or cashier’s check drawn upon an incorporated bank or trust 
company or a financial surety bond, in the amount of $67,100 and payable to the order of the 
City Treasurer, must accompany each bid as a guarantee of good faith on the part of the bidder, 
to be forfeited as liquidated damages if such bid be accepted and the bidder fails to take up and 
pay for the bonds.  If a check is used, it must accompany each bid.  If a Financial Surety Bond 
is used, it must accompany each bid.  If a licensed to issue such a bond in the State of Michigan 
and such Bonds must be submitted to the City’s financial advisor prior to the opening of the 
bids.  The financial surety bond must identify each bidder whose good faith deposit is 
guaranteed by such financial surety bond.  If the bonds are awarded to a bidder utilizing a 
financial surety bond, then that purchaser (the “Purchaser”) is required to submit its good faith 
deposit to the City or its financial advisor in the form of a cashier’s check (or wire transfer such 
amount) as instructed by the City or its financial advisor in the form of a cashier’s check not 
later than Noon, Eastern Time, on the next business day following the award.  If such good 
faith deposit is not received by that time, the financial surety bond may be drawn by the City to 
satisfy the good faith deposit requirement.  The good faith deposit will be applied to the 
purchase price of the bonds.  In the event the Purchaser fails to honor its accepted bid, the good 
faith deposit will be retained by the City.  No interest shall be allowed on the good faith checks 
and checks of the unsuccessful bidders will be promptly returned.  The good faith check of the 
successful bidder may be deposit immediately by the City and payment for the balance of the 
purchase price of the bonds shall be made at the closing. 
 
AWARD OF BONDS:  The bonds will be awarded to the bidder whose bid produces the lowest 
true interest cost determined in the following manner: the lowest true interest cost will be the 
single interest rate (compounded on __________, 2008 and semi annually thereafter) necessary 
to discount the debt service payments from their respective payment dates to October 1, 2008, 
in an amount equal to the bid price, excluding accrued interest. 
 
LEGAL OPINION:  Bids shall be conditioned upon the unqualified approving opinions of 
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C., attorneys of Detroit, Michigan, copies of which 
opinions will be printed on the reverse side of the respective issues of bonds, and the originals 
of which will be furnished without expense to the purchaser of the bonds at the delivery 
thereof.  The fees of Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. for services rendered in 
connection with such approving opinions are expected to be paid from bond proceeds.  Except 
to the extent necessary to issue its unqualified approving opinions as to validity of the above 
bonds, Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. has not been requested to examine or 
review and has not examined or reviewed any financial documents, statements or materials that 
have been or may be furnished in connection with the authorization, issuance or marketing of 
the bonds, and accordingly will not express any opinion with respect to the accuracy or 
completeness of any such financial documents, statements or materials. 
 
TAX MATTERS:  In the opinion of bond counsel, assuming compliance with certain 
covenants, interest on the bonds is excluded from gross income for federal income tax purposes 
as described in the opinion, and the bonds and interest thereon are exempt from all taxation in 
the State of Michigan except inheritance taxes and taxes on gains realized from the sale, 
payment or other disposition thereof.  Provided, however, that under the Michigan Business 
Tax Act, (the “MBTA”) which became effective January 1, 2008 , as long as the interest on the 
Bonds qualifies for exclusion from gross income for federal income tax purposes, such interest 
will be excluded for purposes of calculating the Business Income Tax component of the 
Michigan Business Tax.  The MBTA does not provide for an exclusion of the interest of the 
Bonds from “gross receipts” for purpose of the Modified Gross Receipts component of the 
Michigan Business Tax.  The successful bidder will be required to furnish, prior to the delivery 
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of the bonds, a certificate in a form acceptable to bond counsel as to the “issue price” of the 
bonds within the meaning of Section 1273 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. 
 
DELIVERY OF BONDS:  The City will furnish bonds ready for execution at its expense.  
Bonds will be delivered without expense to the purchaser Detroit, Michigan, or such other 
place as may be mutually agreed upon.  The usual closing documents, including a certificate 
that no litigation is pending affecting the issuance of the bonds, will be delivered at the time of 
the delivery of the bonds.  If the bonds are not tendered for delivery by twelve o’clock noon, 
Eastern Time, on or the forty fifth day following the sale, the successful bidder may on that 
day, or any time thereafter until delivery of the bonds, withdraw his proposal by serving notice 
of cancellation, in writing, on the undersigned in which event the City shall promptly return the 
good faith deposit.  Payment for the bonds shall be made in immediately available funds.   
 
Accrued interest to the date of delivery of the bonds shall be paid by the purchaser at the time 
of delivery.  Unless the purchaser furnishes the transfer agent with a list giving the 
denominations and names in which the purchaser wishes to have each issue of the bonds issued 
at least five business days prior to the date of delivery of the bonds, each issue of the bonds 
may be delivered in the form of a single certificate for each maturity registered in the name of 
the purchaser. 
 
CUSIP NUMBERS:  It is anticipated that CUSIP identification numbers will be printed on said 
bonds, but neither the failure to print such numbers on any bonds nor any error with respect 
thereto shall constitute cause for a failure or refusal by the purchaser thereof to accept delivery 
of and pay for said bonds in accordance with terms of the purchase contract.  All expenses in 
relation to the printing of CUSIP numbers on said bonds shall be paid for by the City; provided, 
however, that the CUSIP Service Bureau charge for the assignment of said numbers shall be the 
responsibility of and shall be paid for by the purchaser. 
 
CONTINUING DISCLOSURE:  As described more fully in the Official Statement, the City 
will agree to provide or cause to be provided, in accordance with the requirements of Rule 
15c2-12 (the “Rule”) promulgated by the Securities and Exchange Commission, (i) on or prior 
to the last day of the sixth month following the end of the fiscal year of the City commencing 
with the fiscal year ended June 30, 2008, certain annual financial information and operating 
data, including audited financial statements for the preceding fiscal year generally consistent 
with the information contained or cross-referenced in the Official Statement relating to the 
Bonds or unaudited financial statements in the event audited financial statements are 
unavailable, (ii) timely notice of the occurrence of certain material events with respect to the 
Bonds and (iii) timely notice of a failure by the City to provide the required annual financial 
information on or before the date specified in (i) above. 
 
OFFICIAL STATEMENT:  A copy of the Official Statement may be obtained by contacting 
Bendzinski & Co., financial advisor to the City, Suite 600, 607 Shelby, Detroit, Michigan 
48226-3282, telephone 313-961-8222.  The Official Statement is in a form deemed final as of 
its date by the City for purposes of SEC Rule 15c2-12(b)1, but is subject to revision, 
amendment and completion of a final Official Statement.  The successful bidder shall supply to 
the City, within twenty-four hours after the award of the bonds, all pricing information and any 
underwriter identification determined by the City to be necessary to complete the Official 
Statement. 

The City will furnish to the successful bidder, at no cost, a reasonable number of copies of the 
final Official Statement within seven business days after the award of the bonds.  Additional 
copies will be supplied upon the bidder’s agreement to pay the cost of the City for those 
additional copies. 

The City shall deliver, at closing, an executed certificate to the effect that as of the date of 
delivery the information contained in the Official Statement, including revisions, amendments 
and completions as necessary, relating to the City and the bonds is true and correct in all 
material respects, and that such Official Statement does not contain any untrue statement of a 
material fact or omit to state a material fact necessary to make the statements therein, in light of 
the circumstances under which they were made, not misleading. 
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BOND INSURANCE AT PURCHASER’S OPTION:  If the Bonds qualify for issuance of any 
policy of municipal bond insurance or commitment therefor at the option of the 
bidder/purchaser, the purchase of any such insurance policy or the issuance of any such 
commitment shall be at the sole option and expense of the purchaser of the Bonds.  Any 
increased costs of issuance of the Bonds resulting from such purchaser of insurance shall be 
paid by the purchaser, except that, if the Issuer has requested and received a rating on the 
Bonds from a rating agency, the Issuer will pay the fee for the requested rating.  Any other 
rating agency fees shall be the responsibility of the purchaser.  FAILURE OF THE 
MUNICIPAL BOND INSURER TO ISSUE THE POLICY AFTER THE BONDS HAVE 
BEEN AWARDED TO THE PURCHASER SHALL NOT CONSTITUTE CAUSE FOR 
FAILURE OR REFUSAL BY THE PURCHASER TO ACCEPT DELIVERY OF THE 
BONDS FROM THE ISSUER. 
 
QUALIFIED TAX EXEMPT:  The bonds will be designated as qualified tax exempt 
obligations for the purposes of deduction of interest by financial institutions. 

THE RIGHT IS RESERVED TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. 
 
ENVELOPES containing the bids should be plainly marked “Proposal for Special Assessment 
Bonds.” 

Walter Blessed 
Clerk, City of Sterling Heights 
 

10. There shall be established and maintained a fund to be designated 2008 SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT BONDS DEBT RETIREMENT FUND.  Into said fund there shall be placed 
the accrued interest and premium, if any, attributable to the SA Bonds received at the time of 
delivery thereof together with an amount equal to eight months interest due on the bonds less 
the amount received as accrued interest.  In addition, there shall be paid into said fund the 
collections of principal of and interest on the Roll in anticipation of the collection of which the 
SA Bonds authorized by the provisions of this resolution are to be issued.  If at any time said 
fund is insufficient to pay the principal of and interest on said SA Bonds as the same become 
due, the Issuer shall advance from its general funds as a first budget obligation a sufficient 
amount of money to pay such principal and interest and, if necessary, shall levy taxes on all 
taxable property in the Issuer for such purpose, subject to applicable constitutional, charter and 
statutory tax rate limitations. 
 
11. There shall be established and maintained a separate fund, to be designated LAKESIDE 
SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT CONSTRUCTION FUND, into which shall be placed 
the proceeds of sale of the SA Bonds less those amount specified in Section 10 hereof, and 
from which fund there shall be paid the cost of the improvements in such District. 
 
12. Covenant Regarding Tax Exempt Status of the Bonds.  The City shall, to the extent 
permitted by law, take all actions within its control necessary to maintain the exclusion of the 
interest on the Bonds from gross income for federal income tax purposes under the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, (the “Code”) including, but not limited to, actions relating 
to any required rebate of arbitrage earnings and the expenditure and investment of Bond 
proceeds and moneys deemed to be Bond proceeds, and to prevent the Bonds from being or 
becoming “private activity bonds” as that term is used in Section 141 of the Code. 
 
13. Defeasance.  In the event cash or direct obligations of the United States or obligations 
the principal of and interest on which are guaranteed by the United States, or a combination 
thereof, the principal of and interest on which, without reinvestment, come due at times and in 
amounts sufficient to pay at maturity or irrevocable call for earlier options redemption, the 
principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the bonds, shall be deposited in trust, this 
Resolution shall be defeased and the owners of the bonds shall have no further rights under this 
Resolution except to receive payment of the principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the 
bonds from the cash or securities deposited in trust and the interest and gains thereon and to 
transfer and exchange bonds as provided herein. 
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14. Disclosure.  The City covenants it shall comply with the requirements of Rule 15c2-12 
of the Securities and Exchange Commission (the “Rule”) regarding continuing disclosure and 
hereby appoints its Director of Finance and Budget as its “Disclosure Representative” and 
directs the Director of Finance and Budget to provide continuing disclosure in accordance with 
the Rule. 
 
15. The bonds be and are hereby designated as qualified tax exempt obligations for 
purposes of deduction by financial institutions in accordance with the provisions of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, as amended, 
 
16. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of 
this resolution be and the same hereby are rescinded. 

   
 Councilman Romano inquired whether there were any suggestions from Mr. Greene or Ms. 

Berkshire on how the special assessments should be assessed. 
 
 Mr. Bonner stated they incorporated one of the suggestions made by Sears as it relates to the 

square footage.   
 
 Councilman Romano questioned whether the City was prepared in the event Sears appealed 

this process. 
 
 Mr. Vanderpool responded the appeals would go before the Michigan Tax Tribunal and the 

City would defend its position through that process.  Sometimes there is a settlement and in 
some cases there is a ruling.  The risk is always present in any special assessment. 

   
 Yes:  All. The motion carried. 
 
 ORDINANCE INTRODUCTION 
 
5. Mr. Guy Kebbe, Public Works Director, made a presentation. 
 

Mr. Gerald Sieja questioned whether the Detroit City Council or the Detroit Mayor 
agreed and approved this contract.  He also inquired whether there was a stipulation in 
the event of a system failure. 
 

Mr. Kebbe responded there are four customers that approved this contract to date: Ypsilanti, 
Canton Township, Ferndale and Washington Township.  The contracts have gone to the Detroit 
Water Board for their recommendation to be forwarded to the Detroit City Council.  In regard 
to any of the water system failures that might occur, he pointed out this is a regional system and 
the costs of improvements would be paid by the system at large, meaning all 86 communities 
would share in those costs. 
 

 Moved by Bracci, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to approve the Water Service Contract 
between the City of Detroit and the City of Sterling Heights and authorize the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign, as applicable, all documents required in conjunction with this approval. 

 Councilman Bracci requested Mr. Kebbe explain again for the residents how the reduction in 
demand would work. 

 
 Mr. Kebbe explained the City needs to shift its maximum day volume and spread it out to every 

other day to lower our costs.  We would continue our water management education program of 
voluntary odd/even outdoor watering.  He stated the residents would be encouraged to set 
automatic residential sprinklers to water during off peak hours between 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 
a.m. and the industrial/commercial users would be urged to commit to water outdoors only 
between 12:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. 

  
 Councilman Bracci stated 40 communities unanimously approved the contract and he inquired 

what happened to the other 46.  
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 Mr. Kebbe responded of the 40 that approved the contract they are probably responsible for 

80% of the water usage. 
 
 Councilwoman Schmidt questioned what would happen if the Detroit City Council doesn’t 

approve the contracts. 
 
 Mr. Kebbe is confident they will approve them and stated it is a good business decision.  
  
 Councilman Romano questioned when the actual 30-year contract is going into effect. 
 
 Mr. Kebbe responded when the Detroit City Council approves it. 
 
 Councilman Romano questioned when it would appear on their agenda. 
 
 Mr. Kebbe assumes it would be by the end of June and any benefit the City of Sterling Heights 

receives would go into effect when Sterling Heights City Council approves the contract. 
 
 Councilwoman Koski questioned what would trigger water rate increases. 
 
 Mr. Kebbe responded the majority of them would be by capital improvement programs.  
  
 Councilwoman Ziarko discussed the “Me Too Clause” and whether each City would have their 

own special specifics.  
 Mr. Kebbe stated the Exhibits to the contracts would be specific to each City. 
 
 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
 Moved by Bracci, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to introduce an ordinance amending 

Chapter 53 of the City Code to add Article VII to govern water use restrictions. 
 
 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
6. Mr. Joseph Rimarcik discussed Items C, F, G, I and M. 
 
 Mr. Gerald Sieja discussed item N. 
 
 Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to approve the Consent Agenda, as 

amended: 
 

A. To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 6, 2008, as presented. 
 
B. To approve payment of the bills as presented:  General Fund - $656,078.02, Water & Sewer 

Fund - $69,690.37, Other Funds - $1,177,509.44, Total Checks - $1,903,277.83. 
 
C. RESOLVED, to award the bid for the 2008 Concrete Replacement Program, City Project 

#08-181, to DiLisio Contracting, Inc., 23525 Lake Pointe Drive, Clinton Township, MI  
48036 for Section 1 “Local Roads” and Section II “Sidewalk (Ramps and Repairs)” at the 
unit prices indicated in the proposal in the amount of $800,000.00 (minus engineering, 
inspection and contingencies) and for Section III “Major Roads” at the unit prices indicated 
in the proposal in the amount of $275,000.00 (minus engineering, inspection and 
contingencies) and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the contact on behalf of the 
City. 

 
D. RESOLVED, to award the bid for rental and cleaning of mats and mops to Cintas 

Corporation, 51518 Quadrate Drive, Macomb Township, MI  48043, for a two-year period, 
with an option to extend the bid period for an additional year, at unit prices bid. 
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E. RESOLVED, to acknowledge and accept the donation to the Sterling Heights Library from 
Edward D. Piet in the amount of $2,000 to purchase books for the Ann Marie Given 
International Language Collection and to authorize an increase in account 121779792 
785000 in donation revenue account 11664040 675000 in the amount of the donation. 

 
F. RESOLVED, to approve the collective bargaining agreement between the City of Sterling 

Heights and the Michigan Association of Public Employees (MAPE) Executive Group for 
the period of July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2013 and authorize the Mayor and City Manager to 
sign the agreement on behalf of the City. 

 
G. RESOLVED, to approve the collective bargaining agreement between the City of Sterling 

Heights and the Michigan Association of Public Employees (MAPE) Technical/Office 
Union for the period of July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2012 and authorize the Mayor and City 
Clerk to sign the agreement on behalf of the City. 

 
H. RESOLVED, to award the bid for purchase and installation of three Generac SG175 

generators with automatic transfer switches to Electrical Systems, Inc., 50413 Central 
Industrial Drive, Shelby Township, MI  48315 in the total amount of $231,900 and approve 
a budget amendment to utilize monies from Capital Project Fund Reserves and increase 
expenditures in #43700700-975220 (Capital Project Fund – Misc. Fire Station 
Improvements) in the amount of $31,900. 

 
I. RESOLVED, to approve the Community Partner Letter of Agreement between KaBOOM! 

and the City of Sterling Heights for the planning, design and construction of a community-
build playground in Joseph J. Delia, Jr. Major Park and authorize the City Manager to sign 
it on behalf of the City. 

 
J. RESOLVED, to set a public hearing date of June 3, 2008 regarding the application by B & 

R Leasing, LLC to establish an Industrial Development District at 40675 Mound Road. 
 
K. Moved to Consideration Item 8. 
 
L. RESOLVED, to approve Traffic Control Order #5-27 to require traffic on Balsam Way to 

yield at the intersection with Pond View. 
 
M. RESOLVED, to approve the application for a Type C Amusement Device License by 

Michigan Coin-Op Vending, Inc., 1511 Jarvis, Ferndale, MI  48220. 
 
N.  RESOLVED, to receive the lawsuit, Hatchett vs. City of Detroit, City of Sterling Heights, 
et al; United States District Court Case 2:08-cv-11864. 
 
Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
CONSIDERATION 
 

7. Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to appoint Gerald Sieja to the 
Historical Commission to a term ending 6/30/09, subject to the appointee meeting the 
qualifications set forth in Charter §4.03 and taking the oath of office within two weeks. 

 
 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
 
8. Item K from the Consent Agenda: 
 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to postpone to a date to be determined 
by the City Clerk after consultation with Judge George as to her availability to appear at a 
future city council meeting for this agenda item. 
 
Councilwoman Schmidt felt it would be fitting to have Judge George receive this recognition in 
person.  
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Yes:  All. The motion carried. 
 

 COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 
 
 Mr. Charles Jefferson – Seatbelt enforcement, Suspend gas taxes. 

Mr. Gerald Sieja – Vacated position on Detroit Water Board, Sidewalk on 18 Mile Road and 
Hayes, Update on 19 Mile & Mound lawsuit, Soccer field at Farmstead Park, Situation in the 
Police Department, Mandatory employee meetings. 
 
Mr. Vanderpool responded to questions from citizens. 
 

 REPORTS FROM CITY ADMINISTRATION AND CITY COUNCIL 
 
 There were no reports at this time. 
 
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Councilwoman Ziarko announced that Sterling Heights was mentioned this morning on the 
Today Show as being one of the top 100 cities to raise a family.  Best Life Editors 
conducted the survey.  Sterling Heights was listed 95 in the country and there were only 
two other cities in Michigan – Ann Arbor and Grand Rapids ranked in the top 100. 

 
2. Councilwoman Schmidt invited everyone to attend the Memorial Day Parade on Monday, 

May 26th.   
 

 ADJOURN 
 
 Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn the meeting. 
 

Yes: All. The motion carried. 
 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
 
             
      WA LTER C. BLESSED, City Clerk 

  


