
CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19, 2010 

IN CITY HALL 

Mayor Richard J. Notte called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 

Mayor Notte led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Walter C. Blessed, City Clerk, 

gave the Invocation. 

Council Members present at roll call:  Yvonne D. Kniaz, Deanna Koski, Richard J. Notte, 

Joseph V. Romano, Maria G. Schmidt, Michael C. Taylor, Barbara A. Ziarko. 

Also Present: Mark D. Vanderpool, City Manager; Jeffrey Bahorski, City Attorney; 

Walter C. Blessed, City Clerk; Madeline L. Ranella, Recording Secretary. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Councilman Taylor pulled Consent Agenda Items H, I, J, K, L, M and N and made them 

consideration items 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12 respectively.  

Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, to approve the Agenda as amended. 

Yes:  All. The motion carried. 

 REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER 

Mr. Vanderpool reported the City now offers instant snow emergency notices on 

Facebook and Twitter to immediately notify followers of the two websites if their 

vehicles need to be moved from the curb so snow removal workers can thoroughly plow 

the streets.  He pointed out increasing our social media capabilities allows the City to 

better communicate with all members of our community who can also receive snow 

emergency alerts on Sterling Heights Television (SHTV), Radio AM-1700, city website 

(www.sterling-heights.net), and through the City’s email subscription service.   

Mr. Vanderpool reported the 2010 Cultural Exchange, sponsored by the Sterling Heights 

Ethnic Community Committee, is scheduled for Friday, February 5 at 6-10 p.m. in the 

Senior Activity Center.  He explained it is free to the public and last year’s event drew 

nearly 1,200 people. 

PRESENTATION 

Councilwoman Ziarko presented the Nice Neighbor award to Max Williams, Jr., 

nominated by his neighbors, Matt and Lisa Turner.   

http://www.sterling-heights.net/
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Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to adopt the resolution 

acknowledging the civic and charitable work of Donald L. Carman and congratulating 

him upon his installation as Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Michigan. 

 ~ Resolution ~ 
Sterling Heights City Council 

 
A resolution congratulating Donald L. Carman upon his installation as Most Worshipful 
Grand Master of Masons in Michigan  

 
o On June 3, 2009, Donald L. Carman was installed as the Most Worshipful Grand Master of 

Masons in Michigan, the highest office in the state’s Masonic organization. 
 

o The Masons, America’s largest and oldest fraternity, promotes friendship, morality and 
brotherly love among its members, and reaching out to the community in many positive 
forms. 

 
o Donald L. Carman has been active with the Masons and their numerous charitable works for 

many years, taking several leadership roles. A member of the Centerline Palmer Lodge #550, 
Mr. Carman served as Worshipful Master in 2000. 

 
o Also active in the Moslem Shrine, Mr. Carman served as Potentate in 1995. He has also 

served as a representative to the Cincinnati Burn Hospital and received his emeritus status in 
2009 as a representative to the Shrine Imperial Council.  

 
o Donald L. Carman has also been active in the Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Valley of Detroit 

serving as Commander-in-Chair of the Detroit Consistory in 2002. In recognition of his many 
accomplishments to the Rite, he was coroneted a 33 Degree Scottish Rite Freemason in 1999. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE,  
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Sterling Heights, County of Macomb, and 
State of Michigan, does hereby acknowledge the civic and charitable work of Donald L. Carman and 
congratulate him upon his installation as Most Worshipful Grand Master of Masons in Michigan. 
 
Approved at the Jan. 19, 2010 City Council Meeting by the Sterling Heights City Council. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my official signature, this 19th day of January 2010. 

 
         WALTER C. BLESSED 
         City Clerk 

 
 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to approve the Consent Agenda, 

as amended: 

A. To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 5, 2010, as presented. 

B. To approve payment of the bills as presented:  General Fund - $632,890.07, Water & 

Sewer Fund - $1,402,027.64, Other Funds - $424,596.33, Total Checks - 

$2,459,514.04. 
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C. RESOLVED, to award the bid for rental of linens for use at City facilities to Sure-Fit 

Laundry, 33121 Glenwood, Wayne, MI 48184, for a three-year period based on the 

following unit pricing: 

Rental per piece Loss charges per piece 

  Sheets     $0.38   $4.25 

  Pillowcases    $0.16   $1.15 

  Bath towels    $0.26   $1.75 

  Dish towels    $0.10   $0.50 

  Truck towels    $0.15   $0.50 

  Cleaning of shopcoats   $0.20 

  Dry cleaning of blankets  $0.50 

D. RESOLVED, to waive the competitive bidding requirements in accordance with City 

Code §2-223(A) and renew the online database subscription through infoUSA 

Marketing, Inc., 5711 South 86th Circle, P.O. Box 27347, Omaha, NE  68127 for a 

one-year period at a cost of $12,700. 

E. RESOLVED, to approve the Cooperation with Civilian Law Enforcement Officials 

Agreement between the United States Department of the Navy and the City of 

Sterling Heights and authorize the City Manager or his designee to sign the 

Agreement and any renewals thereof on behalf of the City. 

F. RESOLVED, to approve the purchase of 18 Scott 30-minute air cylinders from 

Argus-Hazco, Inc., 46400 Continental Drive, Chesterfield, MI  48047 at a unit price 

bid of $592.90 for a total cost of $10,672.20. 

G. RESOLVED, to adopt the resolution establishing a Sister City Partnership between 

the cities of Sterling Heights, Michigan, U.S.A. and Sant’ Elia Fiumerapido, Italy. 

H. Moved to Consideration Item 6. 

I. Moved to Consideration Item 7.  

J. Moved to Consideration Item 8. 

K. Moved to Consideration Item 9.  

L. Moved to Consideration Item 10. 

M. Moved to Consideration Item 11.  
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N. Moved to Consideration Item 12. 

O. RESOLVED, to receive the lawsuit, Nikola Dukaj v. City of Sterling Heights, 41A 

District Court Case No. S-09-131029-GZ. 

P. RESOLVED, to receive the lawsuit, Robert Lazaris v. City of Sterling Heights, 41A 

District Court Case No. S-09-131020-GZ. 

Q. RESOLVED, to receive the lawsuit, Lynne Stefaniak v. City of Sterling Heights, 

41A District Court Case No. S-09-131137-GZ. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

CONSIDERATION 

2. Mr. Matt Schmidt, City Assessor, made a presentation and stated Mr. Brian Glowiak and 

Ms. Sarah Elliott were present. 

 Mr. Brian Glowiak, Head of State Government Affairs for Chrysler Group LLC, 

stated that S.H.A.P. is owned by Old Car Company, and this is the bankruptcy 

estate, which resulted from the reorganization of the former Chrysler.  He stated 

as the new start up company that was just established in June of 2009, Chrysler 

Group LLC is undertaking an aggressive business plan with their alliance partner 

Fiat to launch new stable innovative and high technology products intended to 

allow Chrysler to reemerge as a strong competitor in the automotive market place.   

Mr. Glowiak stated the transfer of the 3 tax abatement certificates is intended to 

induce them to re-purchase the S.H.A.P. from the bankruptcy estate.  He thanked 

the Council in advance for their favorable consideration of the transfer of these 

certificates and for their proactive efforts in working with Chrysler through this 

challenging period. 

Mr. Chuck Hall, Assistant Director at Region 1 of the UAW, thanked the City 

Council for taking the initiative to give incentives to Chrysler Corporation.  

Mr. Bill Morelli, Mayor Pro-Tem of the City of Fraser and Director of the Italian-

American Cultural Center, stated by approving this request the City will save 

1,200 jobs in terms of revenue coming into the City, plus the potential for this to 

go on for many many more years.  He is also a proud member of the Sterling 
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Heights Auto Task Force and asked the City Council to please look favorably 

upon this request for the good of all of Sterling Heights. 

Mr. Wayne Oehmke, President of the 1500 members of the Sterling Heights 

Regional Chamber of Commerce, expressed their support for this request.   

Mr. Joe Judnick expressed his opposition to the tax abatement for Fiat, since they 

have not made any decision on how long S.H.A.P. will stay open.  He questioned 

how much the schools are losing in revenue as a result of the tax abatement and 

urged the Council to vote no. 

Mr. Gerald Sieja is also opposed to this request and stated the taxpayers have 

already bailed out Chrysler.   

Mr. Vanderpool responded to comments from residents and pointed out with respect to 

the proposals before Council this evening, the proposal is contingent upon Chrysler 

entering into a purchase agreement with S.H.A.P. and if this is not executed by February 

2nd and if the property does not close by June 30, the abatement transfer would not occur.  

In addition, even if this deal proceeds and Chrysler does purchase back the facility and 

continues to produce the Sebring and Avenger and then they stop production for one 

reason or another and have to close the plant, there is a provision where we would be able 

to recover a portion of the property taxes that were abated.  He pointed out Chrysler is the 

largest property taxpayer in the City and this is an important initiative to continue that 

and even with the abatement, they would continue to be the largest taxpayer in the City.  

Mr. Vanderpool stated it is important to mention the 1,200 jobs at stake here.  Those jobs 

and two plants in general have an enormous economic impact, not only to Sterling 

Heights, but the entire region also.  This is a very solid proposal with a number of 

contingencies in it to protect the City. 

Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to amend the resolution adopted 

at the December 1, 2009 regular meeting changing the date for postponement of 

consideration of the application to transfer Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates 

1998-386 and 2005-083 at 38111 Van Dyke from February 2, 2010 to January 19, 2010. 

 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 
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Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to approve the application to 

transfer Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificates 1998-386 and 2005-083 at 38111 

Van Dyke from Chrysler LLC to Chrysler Group LLC and authorize the Mayor and City 

Clerk to sign, as applicable, all documents required in conjunction with this approval. 

Councilwoman Ziarko stated the City Manager summed this up by stating we are saving 

1,200 jobs and it is the people that work there daily that are affected by this and decisions 

made that they had no control over.  She stated she is committed to keeping the S.H.A.P. 

plant open and keeping Chrysler in Sterling Heights. 

Councilwoman Kniaz stated during the recent campaign and election process, the Council 

was asked to be more business-friendly and this is the only way they can do it through tax 

abatements.  She believes reduced property taxes are better than no property taxes.  She 

pointed out it is impossible to collect from a bankrupt company, so with the strings 

attached that the new Chrysler must purchase the plant from the old Chrysler, she is in 

favor of the transfer. 

 Yes:  All. The motion carried. 

3. Mr. Matt Schmidt, City Assessor, made a presentation. 

 Mr. Brian Glowiak stated operations at this center are related to the operations at 

S.H.A.P. and for the reasons previously articulated, they ask for the same 

favorable consideration with the same contingencies attached. 

Mr. Joe Judnick spoke in opposition to this request and questioned the true dollar 

value of taxes that the City is giving away to Fiat; also how much Utica 

Community Schools is losing.  He urged the Council to vote no. 

 Mr. Jim Hunt stated if the City wants Chrysler to remain here, this is the only way 

to do it and this is the gamble the City has to take.   

 Mr. Joe Stefanek stated we have to do all we can to retain and promote business 

in Sterling Heights.   

Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to amend the resolution adopted 

at the December 1, 2009 regular meeting changing the date for postponement of 

consideration of the application to transfer Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 

2007-564 at 7408 Metropolitan Parkway from February 2, 2010 to January 19, 2010. 
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 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

Moved by, seconded by, RESOLVED, to approve the application to transfer Industrial 

Facilities Exemption Certificate 2007-564 at 7408 Metropolitan Parkway from Chrysler 

LLC to Chrysler Group LLC and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign, as 

applicable, all documents required in conjunction with this approval. 

Councilwoman Ziarko stated she is convinced the Council needs to do this and there are 

contingencies in place to protect the City.  She stated she would rather concentrate on the 

money Chrysler is giving the City rather than what the City is giving them.  

Councilwoman Ziarko stated she is willing to take the chance. 

Councilwoman Schmidt pointed out this is not only about the 1,200 jobs at S.H.A.P.; it is 

about the community and helping to maintain the quality of life we enjoy here. 

Councilman Romano stated the simple way is they will pay if they don’t stay.  Chrysler 

has been a good corporate neighbor with the City.   

 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

4. Mr. Vanderpool made a presentation and pointed out a possible discrepancy with the 

surety bond.  He recommended the City Council postpone final payment to this company 

indefinitely to allow them time to verify the validity of the surety bond. 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to postpone indefinitely final 

payment to Rasins Landscape and Associates, 1261 Wheaton, Troy, MI  48083 for the 19 

Mile Road Landscaping (Mound Road to Ryan Road), City Project #07-160. 

Councilman Romano expressed his appreciation for the alertness of one of our residents 

that came forward with information about this company, saving the City $2,000.  He 

urged residents to inform the City Council or Administration if they feel something is not 

done right.   

Councilwoman Koski questioned the City’s procedure for surety bonds.  

 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

5. Mr. Shamil Halabu, attorney for the applicant, Aghos Enterprises LLC, explained the 

request and discussed the police department’s recommendation for denial based upon an 

incident that occurred in the City of Warren with his young client.   
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Mr. Charles Jefferson inquired whether they would be coming back later on and   

asking for a dance permit.  He also questioned the applicant’s sibling’s 

involvement in the business.  He urged young people to consider how their 

actions today could affect their future.  

Mr. Joe Judnick questioned the status of the cleanup of the Ping On Restaurant.  

He stated he would be opposed to transferring this license to this young man in 

light of his arrest record and feels he should be allowed to open up his restaurant 

now and apply for a liquor license at a later time. 

Mr. Gerald Sieja stated there is no question; the Council should deny the request. 

Mr. Jim Hunt stated if this is approved and there is a problem at the 

establishment, he assumes that within the guidelines, the license would be 

revoked.  He gives the applicant a lot of credit for opening a business at this 

young age. 

Mr. Vanderpool responded to the question regarding the cleanup of the Ping On 

Restaurant site and stated the City has been working with the property owner.   

Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, that the request to transfer 

ownership of 2009 Class C licensed business, located in escrow at 42300 Van Dyke, 

Sterling Heights, MI  48314, Macomb County, from Ping On of Sterling Heights, Inc. to 

Aghos Enterprises, LLC; transfer location to 4220 Fifteen Mile Road, Sterling Heights, 

MI  48313, Macomb County be considered for disapproval based on the following 

reasons: 

1) Applicant Aghos Enterprises, LLC has no management experience operating a 

liquor licensed businesses; 

2) Applicant Aghos Enterprises, LLC lacks general business management 

experience; and 

3) The Sterling Heights Police Department’s recommendation for disapproval. 

Councilman Romano stated he is 100% in favor of businesses opening up in vacant 

stores.  He stated it was pointed out the restaurant would open up with or without a liquor 

license and he is saying no to them tonight, but not for ever.  He asked the applicant to 
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show the Council his business sense and once he has operated the business, the Council 

would be open to further discussion.   

Councilwoman Schmidt questioned the applicant as to whether he had any restaurant 

experience. 

Mr. Joseph Aghos stated he does not have any experience managing a restaurant, 

but he has hired people with experience and they will help him through this. 

Councilwoman Schmidt questioned whether Mr. Aghos has ever worked in a restaurant 

where alcohol was served. 

 Mr. Aghos indicated he has not. 

Councilwoman Schmidt stated in the past she has never approved a business for someone 

who has no experience handling alcohol.  The TIPS training is not the same as 

experience.  She agrees with Councilman Romano’s motion to deny. 

Councilman Taylor stated he feels uncomfortable handing this over to someone with no 

experience.  He stated we have all made mistakes, but we need to be honest and forthright 

about them.  Councilman Taylor wants the applicant to show the Council he can handle 

the responsibility of owning a restaurant and stated if he is still here when Mr. Aghos 

comes back with his request, he will be more than happy to give him a fair vote at that 

time. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

6. Item H from the Consent Agenda: 

Mr. Gerald Sieja thanked Councilman Taylor for pulling these items off the Consent 

Agenda, stating they should not have been there in the first place.  He thanked all the 

labor unions for opening up their contracts.  He inquired where the residents could review 

the memorandums and if there were any wage freezes. 

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

United Auto Workers (UAW), Unit 40 of Local 412, Professional and Technical 

Employees for the 2010/11 fiscal year.  His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the United Auto Workers (UAW), Unit 40 of Local 412, Professional 
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and Technical Employees for the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize the Mayor and City 

Clerk to sign it on behalf of the City. 

Roll call vote:  Yes: Romano, Ziarko, Koski, Notte, Schmidt, Kniaz. 

No:  Taylor.  The motion carried. 

7. Item I from the Consent Agenda: 

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

United Auto Workers (UAW), Unit 41 of Local 412, Supervisory Employees for the 

2010/11 fiscal year.  His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the United Auto Workers (UAW), Unit 41 of Local 412, Supervisory 

Employees for the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign it 

on behalf of the City. 

Roll call vote:  Yes:  Schmidt, Ziarko, Notte, Romano, Kniaz, Koski. 

No:  Taylor.  The motion carried. 

8. Item J from the Consent Agenda:  

 Mr. Gerald Sieja stated the residents don’t know what the Council is voting on.   

Mayor Notte stated there are twelve labor groups in the City and the Administration and 

unions have been negotiating a 3% wage freeze or the equivalent to one. 

Mr. Vanderpool clarified the steps leading up to this decision.  He pointed out in each 

Memorandum of Understanding, there is included a 3% wage reduction for the next fiscal 

year, 4 unpaid holidays and 4 unpaid furlough days for all employees, with the exception 

of public safety.   

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding between the 

City of Sterling Heights and the Michigan Association of Public Employees (MAPE) 

Executive Group for the 2010/11 fiscal year.  His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding between the City of Sterling Heights and the Michigan Association of 

Public Employees (MAPE) Executive Group for the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize the 

Mayor and City Manager to sign it on behalf of the City. 

Roll call vote:  Yes:  Ziarko, Schmidt, Romano, Kniaz, Koski, Notte. 
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No:  Taylor.  The motion carried. 

9. Item K from the Consent Agenda: 

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Michigan Association of Public Employees (MAPE) Technical/Office Union for the 

2010/11 fiscal year.  His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Kniaz, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Michigan Association of Public Employees (MAPE) 

Technical/Office Union for the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize the Mayor and City 

Clerk to sign it on behalf of the City. 

Roll call vote:  Yes:  Kniaz, Ziarko, Schmidt, Koski, Notte, Romano. 

No: Taylor.  The motion carried. 

10. Item L from the Consent Agenda: 

Mr. Gerald Sieja questioned the length of the Memorandum of Understandings and Mr. 

Vanderpool responded the term is one year from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011. 

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Department of Public Works Field Unit, Teamsters Local 214 for the 2010/11 fiscal year.  

His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Department of Public Works Field Unit, Teamsters Local 214 for 

the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign it on behalf of the 

City. 

 Roll call vote:  Yes:  Koski, Romano, Ziarko, Kniaz, Notte, Schmidt. 

 No: Taylor.  The motion carried. 

11. Item M from the Consent Agenda: 

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Department of Public Works Supervisory Employees, AFSCME Local 1917 for the 

2010/11 fiscal year.  His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Kniaz, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Department of Public Works Supervisory Employees, AFSCME 

  



Regular City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, January 19, 2010 
Page 12 
 
 

Local 1917 for the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign it 

on behalf of the City. 

Roll call vote:  Romano, Kniaz, Ziarko, Koski, Notte, Schmidt. 

No:  Taylor.  The motion carried. 

12. Item N from the Consent Agenda: 

Moved by Taylor to postpone voting on the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Sterling Heights Fire Fighters Association, International Association of Fire Fighters 

(IAFF) Local 1557 for the 2010/11 fiscal year.  His motion lost for lack of support. 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Sterling Heights Fire Fighters Association, International 

Association of Fire Fighters (IAFF) Local 1557 for the 2010/11 fiscal year and authorize 

the Mayor and City Clerk to sign it on behalf of the City. 

Councilman Taylor spoke in regard to all the union contracts.  He stated he was elected to 

this Council within the last two months and these negotiations have been going on for a 

long time before he got here.  He believes these proposals are not in the best interest of 

the residents of Sterling Heights and because of that, he has no other option but to vote 

no.  He stressed his no vote does not in any way imply that other council members do not 

agree with him.  Councilman Taylor stated he is proud of what Council has done in 

coming together with the employees and saving taxpayers money.  He stated the Council 

is trying to save money for our residents, but he does not feel these proposals are doing 

that.  He pointed out we have 35 fewer employees this year than we had two years ago, 

but we are spending an additional $2 million in labor costs.  Mr. Taylor stated if you do 

not include retiree health care benefits that were paid this year, 595 employees received 

an average $117,348.39 of total compensation.  He pointed out the residents are 

struggling to make ends meet and the City will soon be asking them to pay a property tax 

increase, while City employees receive over $100,000 a year.  Councilman Taylor is 

committed to doing what is best for the residents.  He stated if the employees were to 

accept concessions to $102,000, we would avoid having to ask our residents for a tax 

increase.   
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Councilwoman Kniaz stated the median household income quoted by Councilman Taylor 

for the residents does not include the benefits he is including in the compensation 

package we are giving our employees, because for every family that is enjoying health 

care benefits, you can add $12,000 to that.  The Memorandums of Understanding are not 

exactly what we hoped to achieve, but we are receiving the savings we asked for.  

Councilwoman Kniaz requested that Administration include in the budget an outside firm 

to represent the City in the next round of labor negotiations.   

Councilwoman Ziarko pointed out the City is a service industry that sells service and we 

go out and get the best possible people we can to provide that service.  The fact that these 

people were willing to open up their contracts, when they did not have to, is in her 

opinion a victory.  She stated her goal from the very beginning was to have no layoffs; 

that was not an option.  Councilwoman Ziarko stated she will do everything she can to 

make sure that every City employee that wants to work here continues to work here.  

Tough decisions will have to be made and she agrees with Councilwoman Kniaz that the 

City needs an outside source working on their behalf.  She stated with the economy the 

way it is right now, this is the best we can do and Sterling Heights will be setting an 

example for other communities. 

Councilwoman Schmidt appreciates all the hard work that the Administration, City 

Council and City employees have done in coming to these agreements.  Although she 

understands her taxes will go up about $11.00 a month, it is reassuring to know that if she 

calls the Fire Department, Police Department or DPW, people will show up and take care 

of business.   

Councilman Romano pointed out all employees are not making $117,000.  He stated his 

taxes will be going up and he doesn’t mind paying the higher rate because he enjoys the 

City and the residents.  He stated he personally walked the streets and talked to residents 

and explained the situation the City is in and the possibility of a millage increase. He 

stressed to people there are other avenues, but they would not like them.  He stated the 

City is looking at any avenue to save money and asking employees to do more with less 

and they have answered that call.  
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Councilwoman Koski inquired whether there were any resources the residents could use 

to obtain wage and benefit information. 

Mr. Vanderpool responded they have posted information on the City’s website so 

residents could see the current fiscal year savings.  To clarify the $117,000 issue, it is 

completely out of context.  The City has entry-level positions of $25,000 and the benefits 

are only in the $15,000 range.  The average pay is $64,000.   

Mayor Notte thanked all employees for opening their contracts and for the wage freeze.  

He stated he has been on the Council for 27 years and has never seen anything like this 

before.  Mayor Notte stated he was talking with the Fire Chief about the ISO certification 

and if any firefighters are laid off, the City will lose the ISO certification, which impacts 

homeowner insurance rates.  He also discussed the impact on the Police Department, 

which could lower the response time and the loss of the D.A.R.E. Program, which has 

graduated about 40,000 students throughout the entire program.   If we don’t have the 

manpower in the DPW or the money for salt, it could result in more accidents.  Services 

in the Library would have to be cut and programs in the Parks and Recreation 

Department for the young people and handicapped people will have to be eliminated.   

Roll call vote:  Yes:  Schmidt, Ziarko, Kniaz, Koski, Notte, Romano. 

No:  Taylor.  The motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

 Mr. Don Secrest – Charge for copies of police reports. 

 Mrs. Tammy Fox – Councilman Taylor’s remarks about average City employee wages. 

 Mr. Charles Jefferson – Councilman Taylor’s salary cut; Tax abatements. 

Mr. Gerald Sieja – In favor of 1.9 mill increase; Fire Department response time; Funding 

for health care; Expiration dates on union contracts. 

Mr. Joe Judnick – Average wage for City employees; Tax increases; Attracting other 

businesses into the City. 

REPORTS FROM CITY ADMINISTRATION AND CITY COUNCIL 

There was no report from Mr. Bahorski at this time. 

Mr. Vanderpool responded to comments from residents. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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There was no Unfinished Business discussed at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Councilwoman Schmidt reminded residents the annual fire fighters charity comedy 

night will be held on January 29, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the American Polish Century 

Club.  The tickets are $50, which includes dinner and the show.  The proceeds go to 

the children’s charities. 

2. Councilwoman Schmidt stated the City has lost a veteran legend, a man the Council 

honored recently at a meeting, Mike Adragna passed away last week.  She wished his 

family well and thanked him for everything he did for veterans in Macomb County. 

3. Councilwoman Ziarko asked Mr. Bahorski to explain how the Council members’ 

salaries are achieved, per a comment made by Mr. Jefferson. 

Mr. Bahorski explained the creation of the Elected Officials Compensation 

Commission, which meets every two years to set the salary for the City Council.  He 

stated after the commission meets, the Council has 30 days to accept or decline the 

recommendation. 

Councilwoman Ziarko wanted to set the record straight:  In 2001, the Council 

received a raise.  In 2003, the Council rejected a raise.  In 2005, Council accepted a 

raise.  In 2007, the Commission did not recommend a raise.  In 2009, the Commission 

gave a 3% raise, but within the 30-days, Council declined it.  

4. Councilwoman Kniaz stated although the City is looking for ways to reduce revenues, 

she feels it would be the kind thing to do to give one free copy of a police report to a 

victim of a crime. 

5. Councilwoman Kniaz stated to Mr. Judnick she mentioned other companies the City 

might want to pursue because they were industries people still spend money on 

regardless of good or bad times.  It was only a suggestion for the economic 

development department to research.   

6. Councilman Romano agrees with Councilwoman Kniaz’ suggestion to supply victims 

of crime with one copy of the police report at no charge.   

7. Councilman Taylor responded to some of the comments from the residents.  He stated 

he made it clear when he was giving his speech, he in no way intended to imply that 
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every employee in Sterling Heights was making $117,000 in wages at the end of the 

year.  He is willing to meet with the residents in private and share his findings. 

Councilman Taylor stated to Mr. Jefferson, the Council is asking for significant 

concessions and if we are going to ask the employees for that, he is willing to share in 

that. 

Councilman Taylor stated to Mr. Sieja, when the City agreed to pay health care for 

employees when they retired, they did not set aside the money to pay for it.  Just 

recently the City has been required by law to fully fund our retiree health care fund.   

8. Councilwoman Koski asked Mr. Vanderpool to address the average wage for City 

employees.  She inquired the length of time the City has been pre-funding retiree 

health care.  Councilwoman Koski asked Mr. Vanderpool how quickly he could have 

the salary ranges posted on the City’s website.   

9. Councilman Taylor clarified he was talking about the whole compensation package 

and not just wages. 

ADJOURN 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, to adjourn the meeting. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:13 p.m. 

           

    WALTER C. BLESSED, City Clerk 
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