
CITY OF STERLING HEIGHTS 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2010 

IN CITY HALL 

Mayor Richard J. Notte called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

Mayor Notte led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag and Walter C. Blessed, City Clerk, gave 

the Invocation. 

Council Members present at roll call:  Yvonne D. Kniaz, Deanna Koski, Richard J. Notte, 

Joseph V. Romano, Maria G. Schmidt, Michael C. Taylor, Barbara A. Ziarko. 

Also Present: Mark D. Vanderpool, City Manager; Jeffrey Bahorski, City Attorney; Walter C. 

Blessed, City Clerk; Robin Palazzolo, Recording Secretary. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Ms. Joyce Fitch requested that Agenda Item 1-H be made a Consideration Item. 

Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, to approve the Agenda, moving Consent Agenda Item 

1-H and making it Consideration Item 4, as amended. 

Councilman Taylor pulled Consent Agenda Item 1-L and made it Consideration Item 5. 

Yes:  All. The motion carried. 

 REPORT FROM CITY MANAGER 

Mr. Vanderpool reported an update on the Chrysler Sterling Heights Assembly Plant.  Mr. 

Vanderpool stated that Chrysler has announced that they are purchasing SHAP in the amount 

of $20 million.  The purchase will require approval of the Bankruptcy Court on March 11, 

2010.  The final step includes actual closing, which will occur by June 30, 2010, as stipulated 

by the abatement transfer approval.  The purchase is a major victory for the City.  The purchase 

protects $2.6 million in annual property taxes derived from SHAP; as such, Chrysler will 

remain the City’s largest taxpayer.  The purchase also protects 1,200 jobs at that facility.  

SHAP will be well positioned to continue production of the Avenger and its replacement in 

2013, assuring long-term viability of the plant.  The purchase will preserve Chrylser’s regional 

economic impact of $300 to $500 million annually, and preserve the 10,000 auto related jobs in 

Sterling Heights.  The effort to save SHAP involved a team approach, including the following 

groups:  Mayor, City Council, City Administrative Team, Sterling Heights Auto Task Force, 
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Mayors and Municipalities Auto Coalition, Chrysler Executive Group, Governor, Michigan 

Economic Development Corporation, and Federal Legislators.  

Mr. Vanderpool reminded residents that on Monday, April 5th, we will begin our 19th year of 

separate curbside collection of yard waste.  He stated that yard waste should be placed in 

appropriate containers with yard waste stickers on them.  These stickers can be acquired at our 

Community Relations Department in City Hall or at our Department of Public Works. 

Mr. Vanderpool reported on a 2010 Census questionnaire, which will be sent to every 

household in Michigan during the month of March.  Our Sterling Heights Library will be both 

a Be Counted Site and a Questionnaire Assistance Center.  Please contact our Library for any 

questions you may have regarding this Census questionnaire. 

Mr. Vanderpool reported that on Feb 2nd , our City Council approved the refinancing of one of 

our bonds. Today those bonds sold and that resulted in a significant discount, saving the City 

$73,500, due in large part to our superior AA plus bond rating.  Mr. Vanderpool thanked our 

Financial Services Manager, Mr. Rick Sanborn, and our Finance and Budget Director, Mr. 

Brian Baker. 

Mr. Vanderpool reported that tomorrow there will be a summary available on the City’s 

website regarding the City Summits. 

Mr. Vanderpool reported that Assessment Notices will be going out this week.  We now have a 

tax saving calculator that you can go to on our website to find out your property tax savings.  

Almost 90% of our community is experiencing property tax savings, as a result of declining 

property values. 

Mr. Vanderpool reported on a summary of the City Summit meetings.  He stated that cities 

across the State are experiencing a financial crisis.  Since 2002, the State has significantly cut 

revenue sharing to cities; therefore, cities statewide have lost over $3 billion since 2002.  

Sterling Heights specifically lost $26 million in revenue sharing.  The housing crisis started in 

2007 and since then the City is now losing approximately $21 million cumulatively in property 

taxes.  The City developed a multi-faceted proactive financial strategy early on to deal with 

that problem.  Mr. Vanderpool highlighted some of the components of the financial plan, as 

follows:  The City must continue reducing expenditures.  The City is only utilizing fund 

balance to a point where we do not compromise our superior AA plus bond rating.  The City 

  



Regular City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 2, 2010 
Page 3 
 
 

has had to increase fees in certain areas.  The City is requesting a five percent reduction from 

all vendors.  The City is implementing significant labor concessions, to include four unpaid 

furlough days, four unpaid holidays, the elimination of 75 full time positions and employees 

now pay a portion of their health care.  The City has eliminated its fixed pension program for 

general employees.  The City has reduced overtime.  The City has entered into service sharing 

programs with our surrounding communities. The City has reduced its professional 

membership training, cell phones, and take home vehicles.  Thankfully, all twelve bargaining 

units have stepped up to the plate and have agreed to concessions equating, on average, to 

$2,000 per employee over the next fiscal year. The City has also implemented savings in 

several other areas.   

Mr. Vanderpool showed a PowerPoint presentation at this time, which showed community tax 

rates. Out of 430 Michigan City/School Districts, Utica School District in Sterling Heights 

ranked 416th lowest in terms of property taxes. Warren Consolidated ranked 342nd lowest in 

terms of property taxes.  Of the 10 largest cities in Michigan, Sterling Heights ranks number 10 

in full-time employees per 1,000 residents, having only 4.5 full-time employees per 1,000 

residents.  Historically, our property tax revenues went up by the rate of inflation.  Our 

property tax revenues leveled off in 2008 and have been heading downward ever since.  As 

part of the Cities overall financial plan, the City will need to recover approximately 40% of 

those tax losses.  Right now, we are well below our voter approved charter millage limit.  With 

the 1.9 millage adjustment needed to recover a portion of property tax losses, we will be at a 

millage rate of 12.68, which is well below what we were in 1988.  Even with the City adjusting 

the millage upwards 1.9 mills, the average person living in the Utica Community School 

District will have a tax savings of approximately $130 in 2010.   There is a property tax 

calculator available on our City’s website.  Enter both the 2009 and 2010 taxable value and the 

calculator will show the actual savings.  87% of City residents will see a property tax decrease 

in 2010, even with the City’s millage adjustment upward.  If the City does nothing further and 

does not implement the millage adjustment, our fund balance reserve will be depleted in a 

couple of years; therefore, we would have to continue cutting.  The 1.9 millage adjustment 

upward equates to $9.4 million.  Most of the $9.4 million would have to come from people, 

equating to approximately 120 positions, including 43 positions in our Police Department and 
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24 positions in our Fire Department.  With these cuts, our Police Department would have to 

become more reactive instead of proactive.  Our Fire Department currently has an ISO rating 

of 4.  Homeowner’s insurance premiums are determined by the ISO rating and insurance 

premiums would increase if positions are eliminated in our Fire Department.   Other services 

would also sustain additional cutting, including:  Department of Public Works, Parks and 

Recreation, Library, and the Senior Center.  Mr. Vanderpool stated that the City’s end goal is 

to preserve a high quality of life in Sterling Heights by providing quality services with a strong 

emphasis on public safety.   

PRESENTATION 

Fire Chief Steve Kovalcik recognized Mr. Kevin Bradley and Mr. Brian Walsh, whose quick 

action saved the life of another Chrysler employee, Mr. McFarland.  Chief Kovalcik presented 

them with a Sterling Heights Fire Department Civilian Citation.  As a result of this occurring in 

the Chrysler plant and the number of people affected by it, they have come up with a plan to 

offer CPR training to 300-400 Chrysler employees.  Chief Kovalcik stated that nothing this big 

has ever been done before and acknowledged the crew of Engine No. 3. 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Ziarko, to present Kevin Bradley and Brian Walsh with a 

Sterling Heights Fire Department Civilian Citation for coming to the aid of their co-worker, 

administering CPR, and helping to save a life. 

Yes:  All. The motion carried. 

Councilman Taylor presented the Nice Neighbor Award to Annette Carl in recognition of her 

efforts to assist the community, nominated by Rick and Gail Marquette.  

CONSENT AGENDA 

1. Mr. Gerald Sieja discussed item F and thanked Mr. Bahorski and the O’Reilly Rancilio, P.C.  

firm.  

Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to approve the Consent Agenda, as 

amended: 

A. To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of February 16, 2010, as presented. 

B. To approve payment of the bills as presented: General Fund - $479,690.22, Water & Sewer 

Fund - $64,616.45, Other Funds - $554,265.63, Total Checks - $1,098,572.30. 
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C. RESOLVED, to: (a) purchase office supplies from Office Depot, 17335 Haggerty Road, 

Northville, MI  48168 through a U.S. Communities cooperative contract through January 1, 

2011, with an option to extend for one additional year under the same terms and conditions, 

and (b) also purchase office supplies from OfficeMax, 13301 Stephens Road, Warren, MI 

48089 through a State of Michigan MiDEAL cooperative contract through January 18, 

2011. 

D. RESOLVED, to: (a) accept the proposal by West Shore Services, Inc., 6620 Lake 

Michigan Drive, P.O. Box 188, Allendale, MI 49401, for the repair and upgrade of 16 

outdoor warning sirens, at a cost of $107,793.16; (b) approve a budget amendment to use 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security Grant funds, and increase revenue account 

#43501040-529000 (Federal Grant – Other) and grant expenditure account #43730213-

982-001 (Capital projects – Emergency Management) in the amount of $107,793.16; and 

(c) authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign all documents required in conjunction with 

this action. 

E. RESOLVED, to rescind the award made to Clark Products, Inc. and split the award of the 

bid for paper products to the following substitute vendors based on the unit prices bid: 

Section IV, Part A – Bathroom Tissue – to Kellermeyer Company, 475 W. Woodland 

Circle, Bowling Green, OH 43402; and, 

Section IV, Part A – Balance of Paper Products – to SupplyDen, 1837 Enterprise Dr., 

Rochester Hills, MI 48309.  

F. RESOLVED, to approve a Legal Services Agreement between the City of Sterling Heights 

and Jeffrey A. Bahorski on behalf of O’Reilly Rancilio, P.C. for the period July 1, 2010 

through June 30, 2012 and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the Agreement on 

behalf of the City. 

G. RESOLVED, to waive the competitive bidding requirement in accordance with City Code 

§2-223(A) and purchase geographical information system (GIS) software maintenance 

services from Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc., 380 New York Street, 

Redlands, CA 92373 for a one-year period at a cost of $11,904.38. 

H. Moved to Consideration Item 4.   
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I. RESOLVED, to: (a) adopt the resolution declaring it necessary to take private property at 

41031 Mound Road for the use and benefit of the public in conjunction with the installation 

of a public utility improvement to and along Mound Road, between 17 Mile Road and 18-

1/2 Mile Road; (b) authorize the City Manager to sign the Declaration of Taking pursuant 

to Public Act 87 of 1980, as amended, on behalf of the City; and, (c) authorize the City 

Attorney to institute a condemnation proceeding in the Macomb County Circuit Court on 

behalf of the City of Sterling Heights. 

 RESOLUTION

Resolution made and adopted at a regular meeting of the Council of the City of Sterling 

Heights, Macomb County, Michigan, held at the City Offices on the 2nd day of March, 2010. 

Members Present:  Notte, Romano, Koski, Schmidt, Ziarko, Kniaz and Taylor.  

Members Absent:  None. 

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member Koski and supported by 

Member Romano. 

The City of Sterling Heights desires to make public utility improvements (the 

“Improvements”) to and along Mound Road between 17 Mile Road and 18 ½ Mile Road. 

The purpose for the Improvements is to provide for the public by installing a new public utility 

(water main) and to enable and insure proper development with appropriate safeguards for health, 

safety, and public welfare.  It is deemed necessary to acquire easements for this public purpose. 

The statutory provisions of MCL 213.21, et seq. and MCL 213.51, et seq. empower the City to 

make such Improvements and provide the procedure to condemn private property for such public 

purpose. 

The City of Sterling Heights, after due consideration, has determined that it is necessary to take 

private property for the use and benefit of the public, for the reasons previously mentioned. 

The City of Sterling Heights has attempted to acquire the property described on the attached 

Exhibit 1, and shown on the attached Exhibit 2, by means of a good faith offer of the estimated just 

compensation. 

The owner of the property has declined to sell the property to the City of Sterling Heights. 

RESOLVED THAT: 
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1. The City Council of the City of Sterling Heights declares that it is necessary to take 

private property for the use and benefit of the public for the Improvements, the property being further 

described in the attached Exhibit 1, which is made a part of and incorporated in this Resolution as 

though fully set forth here, and also as shown in the attached Exhibit 2.   A copy of this Resolution 

shall be placed on file in the City Clerk's Office. 

2. The City of Sterling Heights deems it necessary to take private property for such 

Improvements for the benefit of the public-at-large and to protect the interests of all citizens of the 

City of Sterling Heights. 

3. The City Manager is authorized to sign the Declaration of Taking for the property 

described in the attached Exhibit 1, as required under Section 5 of the Uniform Condemnation 

Procedures Act (UCPA). 

4. The City Attorney is authorized and directed to institute the necessary proceedings in 

the Macomb County Circuit Court on behalf of the City of Sterling Heights pursuant to the provisions 

of the UCPA.  

5. A certified copy of this Resolution under seal shall be delivered to the City Attorney 

and it shall be his duty to prepare and file in the Macomb County Circuit Court in the name of the City 

of Sterling Heights a Complaint signed by him in his official capacity and duly verified by him and 

attach a certified copy of this Resolution to the Complaint. 

AYES:   7 
ABSTAINED:  0 
NAYS:  0 
ABSENT:  0 

 
Resolution declared and adopted.  

 
CERTIFICATION
 

I hereby certify that the above Resolution is a true and correct copy of a Resolution entered in 
the Minutes of the Sterling Heights City Council, held at a regular meeting of said Council on the 2nd 
day of March, 2010. 
 

WALTER C. BLESSED, CITY CLERK 
 

J. RESOLVED, to rescind Traffic Control Order #7-22, which prohibits right turns on red 

lights from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, at the following locations: 

-Northbound Dodge Park Road at Seventeen Mile Road; and, 

-Eastbound Seventeen Mile Road at Dodge Park Road 
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K. RESOLVED, to rescind Traffic Control Order #7-55, which prohibits right turns on red at 

the following locations: 

-Northbound Ryan Road at Fifteen Mile Road; 

-Southbound Ryan Road at Fifteen Mile Road; 

-Eastbound Fifteen Mile Road at Ryan Road; and, 

-Westbound Fifteen Mile Road at Ryan Road 

L. Moved to Consideration Item 5. 

M. RESOLVED, to release the self-insured retention in the case of McCallister v. City of 

Sterling Heights, et al, U.S. District Court Case No. 2:08-cv-15031 and authorize the City 

Manager to sign all documents required in conjunction with this approval. 

Yes: All.  The motion carried. 

CONSIDERATION 

2. Ms. Denice Gerstenberg, Public Services Manager, made a presentation and explained the 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  She stated that the key components of the Plan include: 

i.    A description of the Sterling Heights community and its governmental and 

administrative structure;   

ii.   A recreation inventory; 

iii.  A description of the planning and public input process; 

iv.  Goals and objectives; and, 

v.   An action program. 

Ms. Gerstenberg noted that this is the first Parks and Recreation Master Plan that has been 

done in-house, and by doing so, saved the City $10,000 to $20,000.  Ms. Gerstenberg thanked 

Mr. Mark Vanderpool, Mr. Michael Bartholomew, Mr. Kyle Langlois, Mr. Joel Casey, Mr. 

Don Mende, Planning Commission Members, and she gave a special thanks to Ms. Teresa 

Jarzab for pulling it all together.  Ms. Gerstenberg stated that Mr. Michael Bartholomew and 

Mr. Kyle Langlois were available for any questions.   

  Ms. Joyce Fitch asked that the following comments be inserted in the minutes: 

On Page 21, paragraph 6, of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan, it should read, “The 

PRDAC provided three reports to Council before the PRDAC term ended in 
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December 2009.”   This would replace what now states, “The PRDAC provided a 

report to Council before the PRDAC term ended in December 2009.”    

Mr. Mark Vanderpool inquired if having this inserted in the minutes of this meeting would be 

the most efficient way to represent this in the report.  

Ms. Gerstenberg stated that the Parks and Recreation Master Plan does require that the minutes 

of this meeting become an official part of the Plan, so they will be included. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Kniaz, RESOLVED, to adopt the City of Sterling Heights 

Master Parks & Recreation Plan for the period 2010 to 2015. 

Councilwoman Kniaz thanked Ms. Gerstenberg for including the mountain bike trail that is 

currently underway and stated she believes Mr. Bartholomew’s name should be listed as 

Director in the Plan. 

RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTING A PLAN  
RESOLUTION FOR ADOPTION OF A RECREATION PLAN 

 
City of Sterling Heights 

Recreation Plan 
Resolution of Adoption 

City Council of the City of Sterling Heights 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Sterling Heights has undertaken a Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan which 
describes the physical features, existing recreation facilities and the desired actions to be taken to 
improve and maintain recreation facilities during the period between 2010 and 2015, and 
 
WHEREAS, a public comment session was held January 14, 2010 at the Sterling Heights City Hall to 
provide an opportunity for citizens to express opinions, ask questions, and discuss all aspects of the 
Recreation Plan and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Sterling Heights has developed the plan for the benefit of the entire 
community and to adopt the plan as a document to assist in meeting the recreation needs of the 
community, and 
 
WHEREAS, after the public meeting, the City of Sterling Heights City Council voted to adopt said 
Recreation Plan. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED the City of Sterling Heights City Council hereby adopts the 
City of Sterling Heights Recreation Plan as a guideline for improving recreation for the residents of 
the City of Sterling Heights. 
 
Yeas:     Romano, Kniaz, Koski, Notte, Schmidt, Taylor, Ziarko 
Nays:     None 
Absent:  None 
 
I, Walter C. Blessed, City of Sterling Heights City Clerk, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true 
and original copy of a resolution adopted by the City of Sterling Heights at a Regular Meeting thereof 
held on the 2nd day of March, 2010. 
 
        WALTER C. BLESSED, City Clerk 
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Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

3. Mayor Notte recommended the appointment of Mr. Kenneth Barwin to the Corridor 

Improvement Authority. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment 

of Mr. Kenneth Barwin to the Corridor Improvement Authority to a term ending August 15, 

2012, subject to the appointee meeting the qualifications set forth in Charter §4.03 and taking 

the oath of office within two weeks. 

Mr. Walter Blessed stated that this appointment has to be someone with an ownership/business 

interest in the district; Mr. Barwin does not have this, but Mr. Haney does. 

Mayor Notte stated he will need to speak with Mr. Joe Haney, who has ownership/business 

interest in the district. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to postpone to the March 16, 2010 

meeting, the appointment to the Corridor Improvement Authority to a term ending August 15, 

2012. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

Mayor Notte recommended the appointment of Mr. Brandon Cable to the Economic 

Development Corporation/Brownfield Authority. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to confirm the Mayor’s appointment 

of Mr. Brandon Cable to the Economic Development Corporation/Brownfield Authority to a 

term ending June 30, 2013, subject to the appointee meeting the qualifications set forth in 

Charter §4.03 and taking the oath of office within two weeks. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Schmidt, RESOLVED, to postpone to the March 16, 2010 

meeting, the appointment to the Cultural Commission to a term ending June 30, 2011. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

Moved by Schmidt, seconded by Ziarko, RESOLVED, to appoint Ms. Susan Biolchini                       

to the Library Board of Trustees to a term ending June 30, 2011, subject to the appointee 

meeting the qualifications set forth in Charter §4.03 and taking the oath of office within two 

weeks. 
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Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

Moved by Romano, seconded by Notte, RESOLVED, to postpone to the March 16, 2010 

meeting, the appointment to the Telecommunications Commission to a term ending June 30, 

2010. 

Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

4. Item H from consent agenda: 

Ms. Joyce Fitch discussed this item, stating things are unclear.  She inquired if we are 

subsidizing other departments, if this is a SWAT thing, and if there is a cheaper way of doing 

this. 

 Moved by Koski, seconded by Romano, RESOLVED, to split the award of the bid for police 

 equipment to: 

1) CMP Distributors 

2)       McRoberts & Liscombe 

3)       Michigan Police Equipment Company 

4)       Atlantic Signal, and 

5)       GT Distributors, Inc. 

based upon the unit prices bid for the items being purchased from each vendor; and, 

reject the bids received for Remington rifles and Celox first aid. 

Police Chief Michael Reese stated that the $264,000 figure refers to a rifle purchase program 

that we entered into with our officers.  These officers will be buying their own patrol rifles.  

Initially, the purchase will be bought out of drug forfeiture funds.  Then, we will receive the 

money back from the officers through a payroll deduction.  Chief Reese spoke with regards to 

the other monies that are being spent.  As a result of some critical incidents that took place over 

a year ago, Chief Reese, Captain Fett, and Sergeant French, researched the possibility of a 

special response team being formed.  They worked with Mr. Don Denault and Mr. Mark 

Carufel and came up with some guidelines they believe will improve a service to the City in 

several ways:  Provide an increase in services that will meet resident’s needs at no cost to the 

residents; the units will be formed and funded strictly with drug forfeiture money.  Also, by the 

formation of this team, we will be able to respond to a critical scene in a quick manor. Chief 
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Reese thanked Sheriff Hackel and the Sheriff’s Department Tactical Team, who helped us 

form this team.  It’s a win-win situation for everyone involved, specifically the residents. 

Councilwoman Schmidt inquired if we are no longer going to participate with the Macomb 

County SWAT team. 

Chief Reese stated no, we will not. 

Councilwoman Ziarko stated she wanted to reiterate that our response time to an incident will 

be reduced because we have our own team, our personnel will be in charge of the scene, and 

inquired that if we don’t use drug forfeiture money in a certain amount of time, do we have to 

give it back to the State. 

Chief Reese stated that there are strict guidelines regarding how the drug forfeiture money can 

be used and the timeline in which the money can be used.  If there is a critical incident and we 

have our own team, there will be a reduced response time. 

Councilman Romano inquired as to how we are going make sure that we collect the money for 

the rifles from the police officers when they retire or if they leave the department. 

Mr. Mark Vanderpool responded that any outstanding amount owed on the rifle will be 

deducted from their final payment. 

Chief Reese stated that the rifles will be paid in a two-year period. 

Councilman Taylor stated he was initially opposed to this; however, after speaking with Chief 

Reese, Sergeant French and Captain Fett, he is satisfied knowing this is training that these 

officers will use on a day-to-day basis and this is being done in a fiscally responsible way.  He 

feels this is a win for residents and a win for our department and that this will be the best 

special response unit in the state of Michigan. 

Yes:  All. The motion carried. 

5. Item L from the Consent Agenda: 

Moved by Taylor, seconded by Kniaz, RESOLVED, to approve the Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Sterling Heights Emergency Dispatch Unit, Police Officers 

Association of Michigan (POAM) and authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign it on behalf 

of the City. 

Councilman Taylor stated he is voting yes on this because he thinks this is a unique situation 

and the employees really answered the call when the City asked them for concessions.  They 
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went above and beyond.  They gave up their three percent and voluntarily made changes to 

their benefit structure and he thanked them for that. 

 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

 COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 

Mr. Paul Smith, Sterling Heights - City Summit meetings, property taxes, revenue sharing, 

concessions, number of households, average income per household, average employee 

expense, millage increase, bankruptcy, traffic lights.  

Mr. Joe Judnick, Mulberry Drive – 2005-2009 Budget increases. 

Mr. Gerald Sieja – Troy City Council meeting, solid waste contract, where can residents 

review contracts, two different bid packages regarding curbside recycling, snow emergencies, 

how much overtime paid during last two snow storms, budget, Macomb Daily editorial, Budget 

Workshop’s will be April 12 and April 19, 6:30 to 9:00 p.m., union contracts.  

Mr. Charles Jefferson – Street sign from last meeting, how many residents fined for not 

shoveling sidewalk, sidewalk by gas station on Van Dyke not shoveled, residents should show 

up for budget meetings. 

Mr. Bill Parker, President of UAW Local 1700, representing the hourly work force of the 

Sterling Heights Assembly Plant - Police, Fire, and EMS services, thanked Mayor Notte and 

City Council for their actions in offering Chrysler assistance to purchase the plant. UAW 

employees feel a tremendous burden lifted.  He thanked City Council members for their 

wisdom and the leadership they showed in this matter.  He brought a shirt and presented it to 

the Mayor.   

Mayor Notte responded he spoke to Mr. Sergio Marchionne, thanked him for buying the plant, 

thanked him for continuing to build the Sebring and the Avenger, and asked for consideration 

in the new product line after 2012 to keep the plant going.  Mayor Notte stated we will do 

whatever the City has to do to keep that plant open.   

Ms. Joyce Fitch - Capitalism and free market system, quality of life in Sterling Heights, wages,  

opposed to millage increase, Detroit News February 18th editorial, ISO fire rating.                                     

 REPORTS FROM CITY ADMINISTRATION AND CITY COUNCIL 

There was no report from Mr. Bahorski or City Council at this time. 

 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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 There was no Unfinished Business discussed. 

 NEW BUSINESS 

Councilwoman Schmidt inquired as to our Service Sharing Agreements with the City of Troy. 

Given Troy’s current situation, if they privatize their building department, how will that affect 

our Service Sharing Agreement.  Also, will their financial situation have an impact on our 

police use of their gun range. 

Mr. Mark Vanderpool responded we would have to cease our Service Sharing Agreement with 

the City of Troy’s Building Department and look at other opportunities with surrounding cities.  

He stated that the gun range is not affected at this point. 

 ADJOURN 

 Moved by Ziarko, seconded by Romano, to adjourn the meeting. 

 Yes:  All.  The motion carried. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m. 

           

    WALTER C. BLESSED, City Clerk 
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